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IxTRODUCTION

For mauny years there has been a traditional interest by British
ornithologists in the Iberian Peninsula. Not only do species not
normally seen in Britain occur commonly but also most summer
migrant species visiting Britain pass through Iberia during their
migrations. During the autumns of 1983, 1967 and 1973 I was
ahle to lead increasingly large parties of British ringers to western
Iberia to study the migration through sttes chosen for intensive
ringing studies. These investigations were not designed to
produce ringing recoveries showing where the birds had come
from or were going to (although the few such recoveries were most
welcome) but rather to discover the weight regime of the migrants
and their length of stay.

During the three vears we were able. through the good offices
of Professor Bernis, to ring about 10,900 birds of a wide variety
of species. The data from this ringing, on weights, measurements,
retrappings and moult is in the process of analysis for a number
of papers but the purpose of this contribution. to a very special
volume of ARDEOLA, is to try to describe and quantify the local
avifauna of our three study areas. Even with our main purpose
being the study of the migrants it was very necessary to try and
understand the local bird community, of resident species, that the
migrants were joining for a few weeks during the autumn.

It is most appropriate, at this juncture, to thank the large
number of British ringers (and their families and friends) who
made one or more journeys south to help with our work. Wefl

(*) A contribution to the Special volume of Arpiota in hevsur 1o Do [
A \alverde.
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over a hundred people were involved, far too many to list
individually, for periods ranging from a few days to three months.
They largely did so at their own expense although generous
contributions were made to our funds by the British Ornithologist’s
Union and, through the B. O. U. the World Wildlife Fund (for
the work at Golega). In addition the [iga pare a Protecgio da
Naturesa paid the accommodation expenses of the summer trip
to Golega and made a generous contribution to the living expenses
of some of the students who were in Portugal {or an extended
period in 1973. Many of my friends in Spain and Portugal were
very kind with their advice and we were particularly pleased,
during 1973, to be able to help train some Portugese students in
the practices of ringing.

1. Tur SITES AND THEIR MANNING

The problems of choosing where to study birds in north-west
Iberia from an office in central England can be imagined. My
approach was to study the literature and. in particular, the recovery
maps published by Berxrs (1962) and the distribution of recoveries
from two schemes and the reports published by others. Since I
work at the British Trust for Ornithology in the administration
of the ringing scheme British recovery data was available and
Dr. Zink of Vogelwarte Radolfzell made available details of all
their records in Iberia. These investigations clearly showed that
the region round Monforte de T.emos (Lugo) was particularly
imnortant for British-ringed Whitethroats (Svlvia communis) and
that several migrant species were regularly recovered in the region
of Braganga (Tras os Montes). Indeed Pied Flycatchers (Ficedula
hapolenca) from as far east of as the Darwin Reserve, 500 kms.
east of Moscow, mingled there during the autumn with birds hred
in the oak forests of Wales.

The advance party. during 1965, therefore had as its task the
discovery of two ringing sites within these areas for extended
ringing operations during a later vear. After some adventures
these sites were chosen and a few days ringing completed in each
(see table 1 for dates of manning at each site). These two sites
were then manned for abont six and seven weeks each during the
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Taevre |

Manning dates at the three siles

(Ados y periodos de accidn)

Distriz 15t to Jth September 1865
25t August to 23rd September 1867 ... ... ... ... ... ... 49 days in all

Morais 11th to 15th September 1865
23rd August to 3rd October 1967
3rd to 7th June 1978
18th July to 18th October 1973 ... ... ... ... ... ... ... 146 days in all

Golega Zlst June to 4th July 1978
20th July to 26th August 1973 ... ... ... ... ... ... .. 48 days in all

produced the best results in 1967. An early visit, during the
breeding season, by David and Jill Sales enabled us to quantify the
breeding birds (see section on Morais) and then autumn manning
spanned three whole months of continuous ringing. Early in 1973
an appeal was made in J/bis (115:311) for volunteers to help survey
the famous marsh of Paul de Boquilobo, near Golega in Ribatejo.
It was decided to try to man this site as well since it seemed ideal
for the study of wetland warbler species. The announcement in
Ibis stimulated Don Parr and two companions to visit the area in
summer and their results have, very generously, been made availa-
ble to me for this paper. Theirs was the first summer visit to
Golega. Table I shows that manning of this important site had
to stop at the end of August. The agricultural drainage operations,
which had prompted the request in the first place, had precluded
any further ringing work. However, as will be seen in the section
on Golega, the most recent news is not so discouraging and it
seeme likely that it will soon be a reserve.

AY Distriz (Lugo) (423UN, 783W: ca. 300 m. a.s. 1)

The location of the site is shown in figure 1. The actual
ringing area was in a shallow valley some 1 km. north of the
Monforte de Iemos to Orense road about 5 kms from Monforte.
The track from the road to the camp passes through small fields
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and across a stream. During the time we were at this site the
only water in the stream was a series of pools. By the time the
camip is reached not al) the area is cultivated and there are extensive
areas of scrub aund some trees. The whole area is dry by the
autumn although still quite green in appearance — there are many
shrubs which are deeply rooted and able to use dampness in the
lower parts of the ground remaining after the winter rains. Seed-
eating birds have a wide variety of hedgerow and wasteground
species avajlable for them to eat and there are extensive stands
of blackberries (Rubus sp.) which are taken by the Svieda warbles
during the autumn. Agricultural operations, during 1965 and 1967,
were not mechanised and the whole area was used for grazing a
variety of animals. The broom (Cytisus sp.) and gorse (Ulex sp.)
of the waste areas, and some specifically planted with these species,
were being cut for use by the animals and the branches of the
larger trees in the area were also cut for the animals to browse.

At the weekends trappers from the local town appeared and
caught migrants for food. The traps used were a traditional type
using a bow of springy wood with a string from one tip passing
through a hole in it, A perch, one side of this hole. prevented
the string, which was under tension, from passing through the
hole until the perch was knocked away. However when a bird
settled on the perch the looped string quickly snapped tight round
its feet trapping it to be dealt with later. These traps proved
very efficient indeed. One trapper, in our area, set about 60 and
caught about 30 bjrds, mostly Svlvia warblers, during the day.
The birds were induced to alight on the perch by baiting the trap
with red berries from Daphne gnidium when the traps were set in
blackherries. Apparently the trappers wuse blackberries when
trapping within stands of Daphne gnidium. The trappers were
not the local farmers hut youths from the local town who indulged
in the trapping for «sports. Most of the birds they caught were
for their own use although the birds surplus to their own require-
ments were apparently sold.
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Florestais for allowing us to use the area and, particularly,
‘Gualdino Vega, the local forest guard, and his family for their
many kindnesses during our visits. We made many friends in
Morais and in Sobreda, the small village about one km. from the
camp. The camp-site and ringing area is shown- in detail on
figure 2. Although we were only about 250 m. from the road
we were concealed from it and had a well with good fresh water.
‘The stream was dry above the camp during the antumn visits but
tunning all the way to the open arsa during the early June visit,
Apart from the areas on figure 2 with different markings the
whole of the site was more or less covered with an open woodland
with trees up to 5 m. high. The main species was the Cork Oak
Quercus siber and some trees had had bark harvested from them.
‘Other Quercus species were also present but no other trees. The
shrub layer, extending to one to two metres, was rich in some
parts and almost absent in others. Apart from immature oaks
the plants concerned were Gum Cistus Cistus ladanifer. a Dapline
Daphne gnidium, and brooms (Cytisus sp.) and heaths (Evica sp.).
‘There were also a number of lower shrub species and. during the
June visit, a variety of annual and perennial herh species. These
included Gladiolus, Euphorbia, Filipendula, Scrophularia, Lavan-
dwla, Verbascum and Asphodelus.

The open area at the top of the stream included quite large
unvegetated areas of rock and. even within the wood. rock outcrops
were comnton. The cleared area under the wires was. to the east,
almost devoid of trees but one or two cork oaks remained even
there. Tt was favoured by the Bee-eaters (Merops apiaster) and
Woodlarks (Lulltula arborea). The stream always flowed helow
the camp but did not prove to he a great attraction for most
species, However the few stands of blackberries tended to bhe
-along the stream and they were attractive to Whitethroats (Svivia
communis) in particular. The view from the camp to the south
was uninterrupted for many kilometres and provided good viewing
for vultures moving along our ridge and the lower one further
south. By the end of September the fine dry weather of July.
August and early September had given way to alternate fine spells
and much colder, damper periods as low pressure systems from
‘the Atlantic influenced the weather.
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C) Golega (Ribatejo) (39°22'N, &34'W; 14 m. a.s. L).

The ringing site at Golega was the marsh area at Paul de
Boguilobo. John Bulgalho, of the Servicos Florestais, and
Dr. Margarida Borges de Carvalho had been able to obtain
permission for us to ring on the private estate containing the marsh.
The urgency of our ringing and surveying operations was that
the agricultural exploitation of the area seemed to he about to
destroy it completely as a wildlife habitat and facts were required
to see whether it should be made into a reserve. The location
of the marsh is shown on figure 1 and its extent, at the end of
June, in figure 3. As the caption explains, agricultural operations
were in progress throughout our stays and the extent of the
marsh areas. ungrazed and wncnt, steadily dwindled. When the
first group, led by Don Parr, arrived in June about 120 ha.
remained- and freshly ploughed areas at the northern and eastern
edges showed the intention of further immediate reclamation,
The untouched areas were composed of Carex, Scirpus and
Sparganium field with wet areas dominated by water lily (Nym-
phaca) and islands of willow trees Salir fragilis forming dense,
Jow thickets. The willows also lined the drainage channels.
There were more willows towards the southern, wet end of the
marsh than the northern and.

By the time the second party arrived, in late July, a very wide
variety of vegetation had grown on the areas which had been
newly ploughed in late June. With such plants as Polygonum,
Ruwmex and Datura gnickly colonising the disturbed ground rich
food supplies for seed-eating species were becoming guickly availa-
ble. However these areas were amongst the first to he cut and
ploughed and the clearing of the drainage channels and pumping
of water from the southern end of the marsh meant that it dried
out with alarming speed. Sedge areas too wet to be watked
without great care became dry enough to take tractors and cutters
within ten days or a fortnight and we were forced to move our
ringing operations further into the marsh. At this stage the
only willows to he cut were those impeding the excavator dredg--
ing the existing channels but, bv about the 10th August, new
channels were heing dug in the southern-eastern part of the marsh
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Figure 3.—~The Golega site, Paul do Boquilobo. This map shows the situation
in early July. By late August Jess than half the area of sedge marked on this
map remained uncut and most of what did remain was being grazed by horses
or cattle, The two autumn ringing sites were {irst at the bottom corner of the
southern area of plough (by then grown up with vegetation again) and secondly
ahout 200 m, west of this at the top of the Lwa longest sedge fields. The marsh
drains southward to the southernmost ditch from which water was being pumped
away. ‘The southernmost sedpe area (below the lateral ditch) was at a lower
fevel than the main marsh and a part of a different estate.
TEl campus de Golegh. en Ribotejo, en fecha primeros de julio. A fin de sgosto
mds de lo mitad del marjal fue segndo v las bestios pastun por casi todo. Signos
(de arriba a abajo): r. Abnonda, digue, marjal, grodus, cultiyos, alamedas, colonia
de Ardeidas (circulos), seto de spuces, y sauces esparcidos.
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and outlying, isolated willows cut down. Before the end of
August the agricultural operations, particularly grazing of animals
on sedge areas where ringing would have been carried out, were
so far advanced that we had to cease ringing operations.

2. DISTRIZ BIRD COMMUNITY

Although about seven weeks were spent ringing at Distriz in
August and September no visits were made during the breeding
season and, thus, rather less information is available than for the
other two sites. The agricultural land-use in the area, much of
even the scrubby areas were being utilised for stock feeding and
being cut for bedding, is reflected in the rather restricted variety
of local hirds, Most species were recorded in both 1965 and 1967.
The following systematic list is in Wetmore order. For all the
species caught and ringed the ringing figures (1965/1967) are
given immediately after the species name. Any mention of num-
bers refers to the count or estimate for the species total within the
area of the camp and ringing site on a particular day. For a few
resident species these figures have been interpreted as indicating
a certain breeding population (resident and presumed breeding
species marked with an asterisk *),

Circaétus gallicus. Short-toed Eagle. Seen twice in 1967 (25th August and 13th
September).
* Buteo buteo. Buzzard. Often recorded-maximum 3.
® Accipiter nisus, Sparrowhawk. -/8. Many records, a pair probably bred locally.
A. gentilis, Goshawk, Fewer recorded than Sparrowhawk, two on one day
in 1965.
Milyus migrans, Black Kite. One record-19th September 1967.
Circus pygargus. Montagy’s Harrier. One record-3rd September 1967.
* Faleo subbuteo, Hobby. Many records of up to 4 in a day, a successful nest
was located, 4 kms from the ringing site, in 1965,
Faleo peregrinus, Peregrine, One recorded 22nd August 19687 and two 18th
September.
* Falco nautmanni, Lesser Kestrel. Up to 28 Kestrel sp. recorded in a day,
mostly this species,
* Falco tinawnculus, Kestrel. 1/0. Small numbers recorded.
* Alectoris rufs, Red-legged Partridge. Up to 18 recorded.
* Perdrir perdrix, Common Partridge, A party of 19 recorded 15th Septem-
her 1967.
* (. coturniy, Quail. 1/1. One or two regularly recorded.
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* Ph. coliybica, Chiffchaff. 4/30. Up to 3 or 4 birds daily ; recorded wmost days
and local birds may have be¢n involved.
® Ph. bouelli, Bonelli's Warbter. 1/6. Recorded on 1st and 3rd September 1963
and during August 1967.
Regulus ignicapillus, Firecrest. Only recorded on 16th and 17th September 1967,
* Muscicapa striata, Spotted Flycatcher, 4/30. Up to I recorded daily.

Ficedula hypoleuca, Pied Flycatcher. 25/204, A common migraat with daily
totals up 10 25.

* Prunella modularis, Dunnock. 3/9. Undoubtedly a local breedes.

Anthus campestris, Tawny Pipit. ~/8. Up to 12 recorded on the hillside.

A. protensis, Meadow Pipit. Many records of one or two birds a day.

A. erivislis, Tree Pipit. 3/16. Single birds and small parties often flew ovey
during the morning-daily totals of such migrating birds reached 40 (14th
September 1967).

® Motacills alba, Alba Wagtail, Regularly recorded-mostly single birds.

* M. cinerea, Grey Wagtail, 1/1. A family frequented the streiun.

® M. flava, Flava Wagtail, Regularly recorded reaching peaks of 30 and 40
during mid-September 1967,

® Lanius excubitor, Great Grey Shrike. 1/1. Two or three recorded every day-
peak of 5.

L. senator, Woodchat Shrike. A single juvenile seen 3rd September 1967.

L. collurio, Red-backed Shrike. -/1. Three records between 6th und 14th
Seprember 1967,

* Sturnus unicolor, Spotess Starling. -/3. Up to 300 Starlings seen during 1967
were presumably this species.

Corduplis chloris, Greenfinch. -/2. A few seen regularly-maximum 6.

C. carduelis, Goldfinch. Up 1o 15 recorded daily.

C. connabing, Linnet, The local flock sometimes reachied 33.

Serinus serinus, Serin. -/9. Up to 45 of this species with the other finches.

* Pyrrhula curopaes, Bullfinch. 2/3. Two or three sometines seen.

® Fringilla coelebs, Chaltinch, 2/3. Up to 8 seen-two pairs had probably bred.

Lmberiga cirlus, Cirl Bunting. 4/8. A maximum of 10 recorded. A typical
bird of the area with several pairs resident.

® E. cia, Rock Bunting. Two records in September 1967,

® Passer domesticys, House Sparrow. /1. Up to 30 seen with the finch flock.

»

Qverall this list gives the impression of a ratber impoverished
local bird-community and it is easy to relate this to the extensive
modifications to the local habitat made by farming practices. It
is 2 pity that we were unable to survey the site during the summer
to make a more accurate assessment of the local breeding species
and so allow a much better comparison to be made with the
second site, at Morais, where the local habitat had hardly been
modified by man's activities at all.
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3. Tne MORAIS BIRD COMMUNITY

The field-work at Morais was spread over a much langer period
than at Distriz and, in addition, the June visit in 1973 was designed
to document the breeding community. The results of the census
taken by David and Jill Sales are given in table II. The technigue
used was a modified form of the mapping survey method used by
the British Common Birds Census scheme to produce an annual
index of abundance of breeding birds in British farmland and
woodland (WiLLiaMson 1964, Batten and Marcrant 1975). The
indication of a territory in the census results comes from mapping
all sightings (and other contacts) with the birds of the area and
analysing them to form clusters of registrations. David Sales had
spent six weeks at the site in 1967 and knew the extent of the
ringing area well. He chose to survey an area of about 28 ha.
extending eastwards from the stream which runs through the
camp and comprising about 40 9% of the area within the dotted
lines on figure 2. He felt that the results were fairly accurate
for most species but the Sylvie warblers may have been under-
recorded, particularly S. cantillans, as they were, during the period
of the survey probably mostly in the last stages of incubation and
rather difficult to find. His impression was that nesting activity
for all breeding species was underway to enable the young birds
to take advantage of the rather quick transition, in this area, from
the cool wet regime of winter and spring to the hot dry period
of summer. During the June visit the stream was flowing”
throughout itz course and the herb layer was green and growing.

The list that follows, like that for Distriz, is in Wetmore order:
and lists all species observed which may have been breeding
locally and also all species trapped and ringed. Ringing figures
(985 /1967/1973) are given immediately after the name of the
apecies which if not in italic, appears in the breeding survey
table TI. All records. apart from a few ringed near Senhor
Vega’s house, about 700 m. northwest of the camp, and those
specifically noted as being outside it, were from within the line:
of dashes on figure 2. The figures quoted are the number (usually’
maximum over the two main years of observation) of individuals
of the species counted or estimated to have been within the observed
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TaBre 11

Results of breeding birds survey carried ont on 28 ha. plot at Merais by D. 1.
and J. Sales, 3rd to h June 13

Censo de aves nidificantes (territorios) en 28 Ha. de Movais (7ras-os-Monlcs)

Territories plotted
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area on one day. All records from the June visit are clearly
Jabelled as such. Resident, and presumed breeding species are
marked with an asterisk (*).

® Neophran percnopterus, Egyptian Vulture. Undoubtedly breeding locally: one
June record and daily maxima of 3 and § in 1967 and 1873 respectively,
The gorge of the R. Sabor in the area of the bridge near Remondes
(see figure 1), almost exactly 12 km, south of the camp, produced a
maximum of 20. A young bird was still at a nest on 27th Auagust 1874

* Gyps fwlous, Griffon Vulture, No Jume records but up to 15 seen in the
autumn. The maximum at the Sabor gorge was over 0 on 9th October
1973. Nest-sites, liberally spattered with whitewash, of this or the preced-
ing species are evident on the cliffs of this gorge.

Aguils chrysaétos, Golden Eagle. Single autumn sightings during 1967 und
1973 only.
Hieroaétus fascistus, Bonnelli’s Eagle. One record on 3ist Augyst 1973.

* B. buteo, Buzzard. Regular culumn sightings-maximum 4.

¥ Accipiter nisny, Sparrowhawk. -/1/-. Seven other sightings in 1%7, none
during 1973.

A. gentilis, Goshawk. Seen once-2Z8th August 1873.

Milous migrans, Black Kite. One record on 20th August 1967.

Pernis opivorus, Honey Buzzard. Single records each vear: 6th September
1967 and 15th September 1973.

Circus cyoneus y C. pygargus, Hen and Montagu's Hurriers. Three records
in 1867 and one in 1973 (22nd July). Both species were involved in 1967.

* Faico percgrinus, Peregrine, Two seen 8 km west of the camp chased pigeons
for a few minutes on 22nd July 1678.

Kestrel sp. Very few recorded, probably mostly F. tinnunculus.

* Alectoris rufa, Red-legged Partridge. -/3/5. Up to 20 (1967) and 30 (1978)
recorded.

* C, cowwrnix, Quail. During the June visit they were calling in the fields
below the road. Recorded once in the small field within the area.

Tringa ochropus, Green Sandpiper, Recorded flying over on 1ith and 26th
August 1973.

I'. hypoleucos, Commoy Sarndpiper. Recorded flying over on 28th August
and 20th Septemnber 1907.

* Columba palumbus, Woodpigeon. Peak autumn count of 11.

* Streptopelia turtur, Turtle Dove. -/10/18. The 2utumn maxima of 25 and 80
almost certainly include passage migrants.

* Cuculus canorus, Cuckoo. The Jocal birds had Jleft before the autumn visits
started.

Tyto alba, Barn Owl. -/-/1. AN three sightings were in late September or
early October 1973.

* Otus scops, Scops Owi. 1/3/5. A pair were calling below the road in June.

No more than two recorded during any autumn day.
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Athene noctua, Little Owl. 1/3/8. No June records. Autumn records mostly
singles.

Striz asluco, Tawny Owl, A few autumn records of singles.

Caprimulgus curopaeus, Nightjar. -/6/15. Up to two recorded daily. The
birds ringed were mostly migrants in late autumn.

C. ruficoifis, Red-necked Nightjar. 1/5/1. Nove recorded after mid-
August 1973.

dpus apus, Swift. A few recorded feeding over the area, An exceptional
movement, eastwards, of 362 on 20th July 1973.

4. melba, Alpine Swift. A few recorded-maximum 15 on 20th September 1967,

Aleedo atrhis, Kinglisher. 2/175. Recorded scveryl times, mostly within the
wooded area and not along the stream,

Merops apiaster, Bee-eater. -/27/22. None recorded i fune bur regularly
seen during the autumn with maxima of 9% (1867) and YH (1473). Alost
often [eeding from the pylons and wires. Lew recorded ufter Sth Sep-
tember 1967 and 10th September 1973,

Coracius garratus, Roller. Regular in the general arva bat few recorded at
the ringing site.

Upupa epops, Hoopoe. 1/1/-. During the auttny asually seen on the caltivated
areas below the ringing site.

Picus viridis, Green Woodpecker. 3/8/5. Up to four recarded m the autnmn.

Dendrocopos major, Great Spotted Woodpecker. -/2/3. Seen regutarly,

Dendrocopos sinor, Lesser Spolted Woodpecker, Two sightings during 1913
25th July and 3rd Septernber),

Jynx lorquifla, Wryneck. 2/8/8. Although niost of those recorded were pro-
Lably migrants one seen on 27th July 31978 may have been of local origin.

calandrelly brackydactyle, Short-toed Jark, -;1/- A lew records although the
site is not seully suitable for the cpecies.

Galerida cristata, Crested Lavk. Records of up to three birds on the ringing
area during the autumn; mostly during July and August.

Galerida thekiae, Thekla Lark. -/1/1. The breeding birds were near the road
hut autumn vecosds, of up to three birds, were mostly Irom the open area
at the top of the site,

LubDula arborea. Woodlark. 4/24/27. The breeding Dbirds were scattered
throughout the census area avoiding only the thickest growth. Autumn
daily counts reached 30.

Alauda arpensis, Skylark. A few records of up to 5 flying over from the end
of August during 19067 and during October in 1973,

Hirndo rustica, Swallow. 1/8/1, There were uo June records of hirundines.
Up to 30 Swallows were seen feeding and. with other species. over 50
moved west on 2Ist September 1807.

H. dawrica, Red-rumped Swallow. Up to a dozen fed over the area and more
than 50 flew west on 2Ist September 1967. Partics regularly seen elsewhere
in the vicinity with up to 35 in the Sabor gorge.

Delichon urbica, House Martin, Up to 30 feeding over the ringing area.
More thay 100 moved with other hirundines on 2lst September 1867.
A ftew davs carlier, 16th September, a flock sunning on eastwards facing
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cliffs on the Sabor gorge about three hours after dawn totalled at least
2.000 and probably as many as 5,000. Otherwise the maximum recorded
in 1967 on the Sabor was 150 and no more than 50 were seen in the other:
yéars,

Riparia riparia, Sand Martin. The only record was of T on 18th Septem-
ber 1907.

*Pt. rupestris, Crag Martin. Although not recorded from the ringing area several
pairs were found breeding in the Sabor govge during both 1867 and 18:3.

* Q. oriohus, Golden Oriole. -/~/5. Up to five recorded drily during July and
August.

* Corvus coarar, Rayen, Six, possibly a family party, recorded occasionally’
each year. The earliest record was 20th August 1873,

® (. corone, Carrion Crow. Small numbers (up to §) sometimes recorded.

* P. pica, Magpic. None recorded in 197 but up to 8 in 1973.

* Garrulus glandarius, Jay. 1/-/8. Recorded regularly, maximum 10 at the end.
of September.

P, pyrrhocorgs, Chough. Thwo records in mid-September 1967.

® Parus major, Great Tit. T/17/5%7. Regularly seen in mobile {locks.

* P. caeruleus, Blue Tit. 28/72/187. LEver present,

* P. cristatus, Crested Tit. 1/5/10. Much less mobile than the twa previous
species,

Aegitholos caudatns, long-ailed Tit. -/-/7. Only records were in Octo-
ber 1973, .
® Sitta europaea, Nuthatch. -/1/1. Single vecords only apart from 4 on 21st
July 1978.
Certhia brachydactyla, Short-toed Treecreeper. 2/18/24, Up to five recorded.
daily. .

* T. troglodytes, Wren. -"/1. Apart from the breeding pair plotted in June

very {ew were recorded until Octoher,

Turdus viscivorus, Mistle Thrush. -/-/8 Only a single record in 1967 but up-

to 10 in 1973.

T. pilaris, Fieldfare. One seen on 7th October 1973,

7. philosnelos, Song Thrush. -/-/17. Only recorded from 7th Qctober 1973

onwards,

T iliacus, Redwing. -/-/1. One caught 7th October 1973, 8 secen 12 duys later_

® T. merula. RBlackbird. 13,60,200. Always present but more recorded (and
ringed) later in the autumu.

Oenanthe oenanthe, Wheatear. -/-/1. A few single records of migrants at the
ringing site.

* Oe. hispanica, Black-eared Wheatear, -/-/1. The two breeding pairs were:
near the road. Rather few recorded in the autumn-maximum I on 6th
August 1673.

Saxicola torquata, Stonechat. -/1/1. No indication of breeding in the ringing
area or its immediate vicinity,

S. rubeira, Whinchat. -/5/7. Regularly recorded in late Avgust and during
September,

Phoenicurus phoenicurus, Redstart, -/20/8. As Whinchat-rather more records.
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Ph. ochruros, Black Redstart. -/-/1. Two records-20th September and Ist
October 1973.

* Luscintg megarhynchos, Nightingale. -/2/15. Not found breeding within the
ringing area but a paicr wag in residence below the area in June 1973.
Cyanosylzia svecics, Bluethroat. 1/-/-. Apart from the bird caught 13th
Seplember 1965 one was scen 20th August 1067 and one may have been

seen 12th September 1973.

Lrithacus rubecuis, Robin, -/48/180. Exclusively a wmigrant first recorded 6th
September 1967 and 14th September 1973,

Locustella nacvis, Grasshopper Warbler, -/1/4. Recorded onfy (rom  3lLsc
August ta 20th September, only two records apart from the ringed birds.

Acrocephatus scirpacens, Reed Warbler, -/-/2. All three records were during
1973.

Hippolais polyglotta, Melodious Warbler, 4/20/48. No Jume records, first
caught during 1973 was on 27th July. None recorded later than 22pd
September.

* Sylvia atricapille, Blackeap. -/2/10. One caught 30th July 1873 was the only
indication of a possidle local breeding popufation. Most records were during
October.

® S. hortensis, Orphean Warbler, -/10/7. Not often seen although 1867 records
extended to mid-September. Dursing 1973 last record was 21st August,

8. borin, Garden Warbler. 4/3§/16. A nugrant first recorded 5th August 1973.

® 5. communis, Whitethroat, 24/220,/56. Although recorded on 1the breeding
census none were recorded in autwun Y3 until and-August.

S. mstacea, Ménétries’ Warbler. -/1/-. On 13th September 1967 a bird
identified as a tirst year male of this species was caught. Not much
information was then availuble about this small Syl+a warbler and the
record is currently being re-éxamined in the light of new material which
has been gathered. Full details of tlie bird will appear in a subsequent
pubiication in this journal. The species breeds in the vicinity of the
Black Sea anid winters in east Africa and Arabia.

® S, melunocephala, Sardinian Warbler. -/1/33. Only three secorded in 1967,
None observed during June 1973 but during the suton several singles
were recorded i July aud the numbers built up steadily with regular
daily counts reaching @, T or 8 in September and October.

S. cuantillans, Subalpine Warbler. 27/162/287. Undoubtedly the most numerous
local warbler and probably under-recorded Juring the census. Up to 30
recorded in the autumm up to mid-Septembes, only a very few remained
mto October.

S. conspicillata, Spectacled Warbler. -/1/-. The bird caught, 8th Septem-
ber 1967, was the ouly one recorded at the ringing site,

* S. undata, Dartford Warbler, 2/10/42. Res‘dent with numbers buailding up

through the autumn and sometimes reaching double figures.

Phylloscopus trochilus, Willow Warbler. 89/441/889. Exclusively a migrant,
first recorded 28th July 1973 and with decreasing numbers by the end
of September.,
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Ph. collybita, Chiffchaff. -/14/57. No evidence of local birds, first recordedt
21st August 1878 with numbers sill building up in mid-October.

Ph. bonelli, Bonelli's Warbler. -/25/67. None recorded in June. The first.
autumn record (28th July 1978) coincided with the first Willow Warbles.

Regulus ignicapillus, Firecrest, -/28/40. Apart {rom one on 30th August 1973
small numbers were recorded from mid-September onwards and they built.
up during October.

Muscicapa striata, Spotted Tlycatcher. 2/33/80. First recorded 3th August,
only two October records.

Ficeduly hypoleucs, Pied Flycatcher. 48/876/859. First recorded 3rd August
1972, regular during October until 13th.

Prunella modularis, Dunnock. -/-/28. No records except during 1978 when the-
first was vecorded on October Sth.

Anthus pratensis, Meadow Pipit. Recorded regularly from 1st October 1978..

A, triviglis, ‘I'rec Pipit. 1724718, Regularly recorded from 24th August 1967
but only recorded for the first time during 1878 on 8Jst August. Few
records during October.

4. compestris. Tawny Pipit. Found breeding in the arable arcas below the site:
in June 1973. Only about half a dozen records, mostly in September.
Motacillg alba, Alha Wagtail. A few single records each year-earhiest in 1973.

on 13th August.

M. cineren, Grey Wagtail. -/3/8. One flew over in June but, otherwise, not
recorded unt:l 26th August. At the end of September 1967 up to six.
secorded in a day.

M. flavs, Flava Wagtail. A f{ew single records during September 1967,.
recorded from 29th August 1978-a few records of two birds but mostly
singles.

Lanjus excubitor, Great Grey Shrike. -/2/-, Regtilarly seen in the ringing area.

* 1. senator, Woodchat Shrike. -/2/10. Regularly seen in the ringing arca
until I5th September 1867 and 16th September 1973.

L. collurio, Red-backed Shrike. Only record from ringing area was 81st
August 1973.

Sturnus unicoloy, Starling sp. -/-/1. All those identified were Spotless Starlings..
During June breceding birds were found just:below the ringing area and
the autumns flock maximum was 155,

® C. coccothroustes, Hawfiinch, -/-/2. Three records of single birds during
August-one in 1907 and two during 1973.

Cardyuclis chloris, Greenfinch. 5/9/198. Although not recorded as breeding in.
the area censussed the site was being used by a flock comprising up ta 60
birds during autumn 1978. Most were young birds which had evidently
been bred locally.

® C. carduelis, Goldfinch. -/2/4. A few visited the ringing site with the-

Greenfinches.

* C. cannabina, Linnet. -/6/14. During the autwmn the breeding birds hads

presurably mostly joined the flocks feeding on arable land in the area

although » few were with the Greenfinclies.
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® S, serinus. Serin. 1,1/16. Small parties came to the ringing area rather
infrequently except during July 1973.

® I'ringilla coelebs, Chaffinch. -/87/33. None was caught during 1967 until 23rd
September but, during 1973, they were present for most of the time.

* I“mberiza calandra, Corp Bunting. -/46/21. Although hardly any fed on the
ringing area during the autumn it was used as a roosting site wvith peak
numbers of 280 (1967) and 150 (1973) counted passing over the camp in
the evening f{rom the arable fields where they (ed.

* I, cirlys, Cirl Bunting. -/1/2. The only evidence of breeding in the immediate
vicinity was the capture of two in juvenile plumage on 4th August 1973.

I, hortuluna, Ortolan Buntivg. -/2/-. Recorded on five days from 5th to 13th
September 1967-maximum of 4.

I. ¢, Rock Bunting. 5/36/94. Always present and probably remaining in

their territories for most of the aulumn.

* . pelrowia, Rock Sparrow. -/-/6. Some were brecding it she valley below
the ringing site in June 1933. Few records during 1967 but regular
roosting flights in 1973, like the Corn Buntings, involved up to 100 and,
exceptionally, 200 birds,

® Passer domesticus, House Sparrcw. A few recorded in 1973, mostly in Qctober,
with the peak daily count reaching 24.

As can be seen the documentation of this site during the:
autumn is probably quite exhaustive and the {ignres show that it
is used by many individuals of quite a large number of species of
migrants as ‘well as the local birds. However the results of the
breeding census, given in table 2, are probably even more interest-
ing since they allow the area to be compared directly with other
sites, where the technique has been applied, both in terms of
absolute density of breeding pairs and also in species diversity.
BrLonnEL (1969) has tabulated information from a number of
sources under these headings. On these two counts the Morais
site compares favourably with most coniferous forest plots but is.
considerably less rich in numbers and diverse in species than
decidous woods surveyed in France, Switzerland, Czechoslovakia
and Denmark. The Morais results are comparable. on hotly
counts, with those from deciduous forests in Sweden and Tinland.
The areas in these two fiorthern countries will, of course, he very
different {rom Morais. The area of gwrigue. which -BLONDEL
himself surveved. and the Mediterrancan scrub investigated by
Garcia and Purroy (1973) in Almeria both carried many fewer
pairs of many fewer species than Morais. There does not appear
to be a comnarable published survey of a similar habitat to that
at Morais from the Iherian peninsula and althongh several French
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sites, similar in some respects, have been investigated (e. g. Cons-
TANT and MaAneo 1970) the Morais bird community is not truly
<comparable,

In writing about the biogeography of the nesting birds of
‘western Provence BLonDEL (1970) has listed all the local breeding
species and attempted to allot each to a general type of area.
As three of his ten types of area do not occur inland in Portugal
his list covers 124 species — some of which do not breed at all
in northwestern Iberia. Two species recorded on the Morais
census do not breed in western Provence (Red-necked Nightjar
and Thekla Lark) but it is possible to compare the lists otherwise.
‘Of BrownpeL’s eight Mediterranean species six breed on the Morais
area, a seventh (Rock Sparrow) is nesting nearby and the last
(Sardinian Warbler) whilst not on the census occured in good
numbers in the autumn. About 30 % of the «ubiquitousy species
appeared on the Morais list (10/34), 35 9% of the «hilly region»
species (6/17) and lesser proportions of the «midplainn species (3/
31) and «wooded-valley» species (8/11). Morais thus draws its
‘breeding species from a wide range of BLONDEL’s areas.

Other 'woodland areas surveyed in Britain, for example, have
2 very different weather regime which often allows for a far
greater diversity of tree species and, certainly, for a far greater
level of primary production. My own normal ringing site near
Tring (Hertfordshire) is at 200 m, a. s. ). with a thick cover of
trees, mostly planted between 8 and 12 m. high. At this site,
-excluding the species whose numhers have been inflated by the
‘provision of nest-boxes, the breeding bird density is about 1,500
pairs per 100 ha. of 40 species. Since this area never suffers from
-drought or any form of water deficiency the Morais results, about
one third the total of breeding pairs and almost as diverse, can
‘be seen to be almost surprisingly high. Of course my main interest
in the area has been to discover how it manages to provide for
the large number of passage migrants that visit it during the
autumn. Our investigations have shown that many of the breed-
ing species do not remain in the area in the antumn but feed
outside it on farmland. Certainly, by the time the autumn
migrants arrive, there are few local birds, other than visitors
from further south, that compete for the insect food available to
‘birds. Data on the feeding behaviour of the species present
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during late August was gathered, mainly by a party from Cardiff
University under Dr. P. N, Ferns, and it is hoped that this will
be the subject of a further communication.

4. Ture GOLEGA BIRD COMMUNITY

The june and early July visit to this site, undertaken by D. Parr,
D. C. Milne and A. G. Channer 'was designed to survey the
breeding birds and the systematic list which follows summarises
their results which were 'written up in detail in a report to the
B. O. U. (through whom their grant from the W. W. F. was
channeled). They also ringed some birds but the majority of the
ringing was done by the later party. Their investigations, spread
over about a fortnight, took them to different areas of the marsh
but the autumn ringing operations were only dealing, in detail,
with the immediate vicinity of the ringing camps (see figure 3).

Since the breeding herons and egrets are such an important
feature of the area the results of the census of these species,
compared with the previous count of mid-May 1964 hy I. ]J.
Ferguson-Lees and M. D. England (pers. comm.) are tabulated
below :

1964 1978
Bubuleus ibig ... ..o v s vk ver e e e e e 2,600 — 3,000 800
Egretta garzetta ... ... ... .o v e e e 900 - 1,150 100
N. NYCHCOTAN cov oo v ce e e e e e el e 150 — 200 30
Ardea PUTPUTEA ..o v et vev wre rh oee eee ees aen b 6 — 8 20
Ardeola ralioides ... .. ... . ol e e e 10— 15 lor2

In 1964 the main heronry was further south than its present
location (the north-eastern of the two marked on figure 3). The
marsh has probably dwindled in size during the nine years
between counts but there was no evidence of persecution of the
birds directly. Obviously reclamation of the whole area would
eventually lead to such a high level of disturbance, even if the
trees remained, for the birds all to leave. The main part of the
heronry in 1973 covered less than one hectare and the nists were
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in about 36 trees (up to TO per tree - total 974 nests counted).
The much smaller south-western group of nests apparently only
contained a few Purple Herons and Night Herons but the area
was very difficult of access. In general it seems that many of the
egrets will use the surrounding agricultural land for feeding and
that their main need is a sufficient area of marsh surrounding the
breeding trees for them to be insulated from human disturbance.

The other majot importance of this site is its large population
of wintering ducks. The whole area, during a normal winter,
floods and large flocks of ducks frequent it. The sedge fields,
if left uncut or at Jeast if uncarted, provide a great deal of {ruiting
bodies witick the ducks can feed on. During the winter of 1973/74
the area was counted by an 1. W, R. B. mission and just under
3,000 ducks recorded. Last winter (1974/73) it was again counted
but, since it had been a dry season, only about 900 ducks were
present. These figures are from duplicated I. W. R, B. reports
the first by Dr. L. Hoffman and the second by A. J. Prater and
A. Grieve. During the 1975 visit (13th/14th January) it was
apparent that agricultural operations had not extended much
further than they had in August 1973 (A. J. Prater pers. romm.)
and so the future of this magnificent site is not yet lost.

In the systematic list which follows the ringing figure for both
the June/July and July/August visits are given. combined, after
the species name. Wader records during the earlier visit are
mainly from a part of the marsh which was completely dry by the
time the second party arrived. The first visit is referred to as
«summern and the second as «antumnn. The estimate of the
number of pairs present was made by the first party on the basis
of all the observations they had made. They do not suggest that
they are wholly accurate but they give an excellent impression of
the breeding community present on this important marshland.

An asterik (*) marks resident or presumed breeding species.

® Podiceps rugicoliis, V.itle Grebe. Summer-young seen with parents: 10-1i
pairs. TFew zeen during the autummn,
Ardeg cinerew. Grey Heron, Summer-no records. Autumn records from 31st
July-maximum 11.
* A, purpurea. Purple Heron. 20-30 pairs: see text. Autumn daily maximum 15.
* Lgretta garzetta. little TEgret. 1 nestling. 100 pairs: sce text. Autunm
maximum 100 +, apparent'y declining by mid-Avguse.
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® Ardeola ralloides, Squacco Heron, 1.2 pairs: see (ext, None identified during

the autumn.

® Bubuleus ibis. Cattie Tigret. 36 nestlings. 800 pairs-see text. Up to 1000

during the autumn,

® N. nycticorax, Night Hevon, 1 nestling. 30-40 pairs: see text., Up to 24
"seen during the autumn.

* [xobrychus minutys, Little Bittern. Summer-occasionally seen flying across

the R. Almonda: 2-3 pairs. None seen during the autumnn,
Botawrus sieifarts, Bittern No summer records. Autumn: single record:
I5th and 21st August.
® Ciconia ciconia, White Stork. Summer-up to 7 seen with some display,
probably nesting nearby. Autumn: up to 3 seen.
Platalea lewcorsdia, Spoonbill. Three records of a single bird in the main
heranry: 26th June, 7th and 22nd August.
® dnas platyrhynchos, Mallard. 3. Summer-alt over the wetter areas: 50 +
pairs. Up to 1100 scen on the dawn and dusk flights during the autummn.
4. crecea, Teal. None seen in the summer but three records (involving up
to & birds) during mid-August.
A. clypeata, Shoveler, One seen 16th August,

® Buteo buteo, Buzzard. Seen most days during the summer visit (maximum 3)
one pair probabiy nesting., Ofter recorded during the autumn with up
five pcr> day.

Accipiler nisus, Sparrowhawk. Only record was of one on 4th Augus:.

Milvus anigrans, Black Kite. Summer and autumn: up to 8 seen per day,
one pair probably bred in the marsh aurea,

Cirens aernginosus, Marsh Harrier, Only one recorded: 30th July.

Poandion hajiattus, Osprey. Two records: Ist and 20th July.

RFalco percgrinus, Peregrine. One record: 8th August.

Faleo (Cerchmeic) sp., Kestiel sp. No summer records but a few of eacls
species seen during the autumn.

C. coturniz, Quail, 3. Summer: present on the drier edges of the marsh-{
or 3 pairs. Autumn: up to 20 per day hut most often calling from the
drained areas which had been cultivated.

Railus aquaticus, Water Rait. Summer: heard two or three times2 or 3
pairs. [wo autumn records in mid-August.

Eulico atra, Coot. Summer: often seen on open water with young birds-20 1o
30 pairs. Relatively few seen during the autumn.

Qliz tetrgy, Little Bustard. None seen during the sumner, up to 4 recorded
during the autumn.

Charadriyy Jiaticula, Ringed Plover. 1. Four on 27th June, one 15th Augus:.

“h. dubius, little Ringed Plover. Five on 1st July.

G. gallinago, Snipe. 1. One on 27th June, 2 on 18th and one 19th and 20U
August.

Numenius arguata, Curlew, Single racords 7th aud 20th August.

Numenius phaeopus, Whimbrel. Singles recorded 30th July, 2nd and Ttle
August.

Limesa limosa, Black-tailed Godwit. One 25th June, twa the next day,
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® Galerida cristota, Crested Latk. Only record of 2 on 2nd August,
® Hirundo rustica, Swallow. 8 Summer: up to 20 feeding over the mars™.
Auturmnu ; 4p to 800 over the marsh.
® Detichon urbica, House Martin. 12. Up to 30 + recorded over the marsh in
the summer but the autumn peak (i6th August) was of over 1080.
Riparis riparia, Sand Martin. Only record was of 2 on 6th August.
0. oriolus, Golden QOriole. 12. Summer: thinly distributed in the trees and
willow clumps<10 pairs. Up to 8 per day in the autumn.
Corvus corone, Carrion Crow. Summer records of up to 9 birds-2 pairs.
Autumn records up to 20 birds.
® P. pica, Magpie. Seen or heard twice in surumer-I pair. Up to 9 recorded
during the autumn,
(rarrslus glandarius, )Jay. 1. Recorded most days in the summer: 23 paiss.
Up to 6 a duy in the autumn. :
® Parys major. Great Tit. 48. Summer records indicated about 20 pairs.
Autumn daily totals up to 15.

* P. caerulens, Blue Tit, 28. Summer-cbout 10 pairs. Autumn records up to 15.
* degitholoy coudatus, Long-tailed Tit. 18. Family parties seen most davs
during the summer-more than 10 pairs. Autumn daily totals up to 25,
Sitts curopaea, Nuthatch, Summer records tn the poplars: 1.2 pairs. None

recorded in the autuma.

Lerthig brachydactyla, Short-toed Treecreeper, 2. Recorded during the sum-
mer in the poplars: 2-3 pairs. Two records during the autumn.
T. troglodytes, Wren. 2. Summer records mainly along the southern edge-
10 pairs may bave been involved. Up to 3 recorded daily in the autumn.
T'urdus viscivorus, Mistle Thrush. 2. One family party recorded in the sum-
mer-1 pair. Up to 4 dzily in the 2utumn,
* T. merula, Blackbird. 121, Widespread in summer and autumn: 40 or 50
pairs, up to 20 recerded in the autumy.
Saricola torguata, Stonechat. 6. Summer records on the drier edges of the
‘marsh-ca. 5 pairs. Autamn daily totals up to 3.
i-uscinia megarhynchos, Nightingale. 41, Common in the thick undergrowth.
Sunimer records indicate 2)-30 pairs, autumn daily totals to 10.
Cyanosylvia svecica, Bluethroar. 1. The trapped bird (2nd Aungusty was the
only record.
Erithacus rubeculs, Robin. The only record was of a single alarm once during
the summer: one pair.
® Cebtia cetti, Cetti's Warbler. 93, Associated with thick c¢over. Summer records
indicated 40-50 pairs, autumn totals up to 40 per day.
Locustella noevia, Grasshopper Warbler. 25. No summer records. up to 10
datly during the zutumn.
* L. luscinioides, Savi's Warbler, 45. Generally associated with thicker patches;
of sedges. Summer records indicated 25-30 pairs. Autumn totals up to
12 per day, very young (still effectively flightless) juveni'es caught 1)
early August,
* Acrocephalus arundinaceys, Great Reed Warbler, 64. Generally distributed
Summer recotds indicated ca. 100 pairs, autumn totals up to 15,
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* A. scirpaceus, Reed Warbler. 474. The commonest breeding passerine: pro-
bably over 500 pairs. Autump daily totals estimated at 200-97 different
individuals caught on Ist Aungust.

A. scloenobaenus, Sedge Warhler, 63. No summer records, autumn totals
up to J2

A. poludicola, Aquatic Warbler. 2. Only the trapped birds were recorded-
15th and 19th August.

* Hippolais polyglotta, Melodions Warbler. 87. Summer records mainly in the
southern area: 10-35 pwrs. Autumn_records of up to &.

® Sylvia atricapilla. Rlackeap. 14. Comnmon during the summer in the under-
growth along the southern and western edges of the marsh-20 or 30 pairs.
Rather few avtumn records (maximum 3).

S. horin, Garden \VWarbler. 2. Only on 22nd and 23rd August.

N, communis. Whitethroat. 4. Only those trapped (between 3rd aund I
Augusty were recorded.

8. contiflans, Subalpine Warbler. Osne probable 2Mh Auvgust.

S, conspicillata, Spectacled Warbler. Only one resord-18h August.

* (isticola puncidic, YFan-tailed Warbler, 21. Very common n the marsh
particularly the drier northern areas-during the summer with more than
100 pairs estimated. Autumn rccords of wp to 25 birds. Ringing [igure
is deceptive as this species can casily {ly through mist-nets.

Phylloscopus trochilus, \Villow Warhler. 23, Up to § daly from 31st July.

® Ph. colivbita, Chiffchalf. 9. Summer records in tle southern area indicated

34 pairs bred. Several single records in the autumn.

Muscicapa striatg, Spotted Flyeatcher, 1, Single records on 91b. 17th and
20th August.

Pruncha modularis, Dunnock. Recorded 20th and 22nd August only.

Anthus campesivis, Tawny Pipit. Two on 18th August were the on'y ones
recurded.

Molacilla albu, Alba Wugtail. One each on 26th July and 20th August.

® M. flaza, Flava Wagtail. 36, Summer records indicated 5 or 6 pairs were
nesting on the northern und eastern edges of the matsi. Up to 100
daily in the autumn inzluded roosting birds.

* Lening excubitor, Grent Grey Shrike. 7. Summer: 2& puirs on the northern
fringe. Autumn records of up to 6 birds,

¥ ). senator, \Woodchat Shrike. 1. Summer: mainly in the poplars and willows-
probably 6 pairs. Up to o recorded during the autumn.

® Swernus usicolor, Spatless Starling. 3. Summer records of flocks reaching 150
must nest in many of the holes in the willows and pop'ars probably 20 or
30 pairs. The awtunmn flock roosting i the marsh reuched 3000 birds.

* C. toccothraustes, Hawfinch. 1, Two records from the poplavs during the
summey-1 pair. No autumn records,

® Corduclis chlons, Greenfincl, M6, Summer records indicated 10-15 pairs
breeding. During the autumn flocks feeding and roosiing reached qver
1000, Alost were caught going to roost.

® (. carduclis, Goldfinch 371. Summer records indicated ubout 10 breeding pairs.
Autumy flocks reached 2000, most were caught at water during the day.
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* C. cannabing, Limet, 4. Summer records gave an estimate of 3 breeding
pairs. Autumn records of up to 20 mainly with the Goldfinch flocks.

* Serinus serinns, Serin. 49. fummer records indicated 15-20 breeding pairs.
Up to 30 were with the autummn finch flocks.

® Fringilla coelebs, Chatfinch. 1. Ten or 15 pairs were found duting the sum-
mer. Rather few autumn records (up to 3 per day) and no evidence of
flocking.

® Emberiga calandra, Corn Bunting. 53. Summer: two pairs present in the
western area. Up w 100 a day in the autumn.

® L. schoeniclus, Reed Bunting. 48. Summer: 20-30 pairs on the open marsh.
Up to 25 recorded daily during the autummn.

® Passer downesticus, House Sparrow. 6. A few recorded during the summer.
The autumn flock reached 400.

® P, montauns, Tree Spasrow. 62, Summer-about 10 pairs present i the trees
Up to 40 recorded in the autumn,

Estrilda astrild, \Waxbill. 2, None recorded in the summer but wp to 26

recorded daily from 15th to 22nd August,

This list gives a clear picture of the rich and varied avifauna
breeding on this important site and an impression of its importance
for small migrants on their way south in the autumn. Its interna-
tional importance as a winter wildfow! area is acknowledged. The
atest information (April 1973) is that the Portuguese authorities
are about to draft the laws making Paul de Boquilobo a nature
reserve. This splendid news will be welcomed by everyone with
an interest in nature conservation in Iberia and, indeed, throughout
Europe.

Author’s address:

DBritsh Trust for Ornithology,
Beech Grove, Tring HF23 4 NR
United Kingdom

Susaawry

Three sites in north-west fberia visited by parties of British ornithologists
during the autumms of 1965 (two sites), 1967 (same two sites) and 1873 (one
of the sites and another) are described and the birds found there on these
visits listed. Ar one site. Distriz in Lugo, only autumn records are listed but
at the othe- sites, Morais in Tras os Montes, and Golega in Ribatejo, summer
visits in 1973 allow a more detailed logging of the breeding birds.,

The ligures show the location of the sites and, for the two visited in
summer, details of the areas covered. Tor all three sites the records are list.d
in systematic order with details of the observations and numbers of birds
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ringed. For Morais a separate table (table 2) lists the breeding pairs censussed
on a 28 ha. plot and the text discusses, m some detail, the significance of
these results. The conclusion is that breeding bird community is both rather
denise and rather varied for such a habitat although no surveys from comparable
sites have been found iv the literature.

The list for the site at Golega, a fresh-wuter marshlind area threatened by
drainage and agricultural development, includes estimates of the pumbers of
breeding pairs {rom a visit in Jate June and early July Ly three English
ornithologists led by 1. Parr. The number of pairs of herons and cgrets is
listed and compared with @ count from nine years previously. latest news
(April 1975) seems to indicate that this site will receive protection as a nature
reserve and it is hoped that raigration through it will be studied in detail by
both British and Portugese ornithologists in the autumn of 1976.

ResuMEN

Resultados de la prospeccion ornitoldgica de treg localidodes del NW y Oeste
de la Peninswla Ibérica

En tres localidades previamente seleccionadas cquipos de omitdlogos Dritd-
nicos han tealizado observacioncs y anillamientos metddicos de aves durante
los otofios de 1965 (dos localidades). 1967 (mismas dos) y 1878 (una de éstas
mas una tercera). Las localidades elegidas son: Distriz, cerca de Monforte
{Lugo. Bspaa), Morais (en Tras-os-Monies, Portugal), ¥ Golega (en Ribatejo,
Portugaiy,. Lu tabla [ indica lus estancias de trabajo en cada focalidad. Ll mapa
de la figura 1 indica sus posiciones geograficas.

LEa la parte T se describen las locididades de accidn. Las partes 2, 3 y 4
del trabajo reseian i lista completa swmaria ¥ comentada de las especies de
aves registradas en cada una de las localidades respectivas. T.as especies con
datos de anidar o que se suponen sedentariay o posibles anidantes estin mar-
cadas con astevisco (*). l.a figura 2 es un croquis del campus de operaciones
en Marais, v la figura 3 del campus en Golegu, que son las dos localidades
mejor exploradas, con datas no solo de oteito, si ng tumbién de verano.

Las primeras cifras que se indican (cuando las hay) en las especies de las
iistas, expresan el ndmera de aves amiladas, separadamente para cada afio.
Ln Morais se realizd un cense especial de parejus reproductoras que resume
Ta tabla J1 v es discutido en el texto, $e deduce una commnidad de aves rela-
tivamente densi, atntque ce echan de menos inventarios simitares en lberia puara
poder comparar mejor.

En 1a lixta de @ves de Colega se ahaden estimaciotes del nimero de parejas
reproductoras de smuchas especies conforme a los dates recogidos por 1. Parr
v osuogrupo en una visita de fin de junjo v primeros de julie. El nimerg de
parejas de Ardeidas existentes cn las colonius de Golega se compara con otro
recuento verificado nueve anos antes. Golegn es una lacalidad de extraordinario
interés ornitoldgico, recientemente sometida a un plav -de transformacién agrico-
[ que amenaza su destruccidén comn habitat nataral. No ohstante. liag Glthnas
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noticias (abri) 1975) eran de que el Gobierno portugués ha sido interesado
para declarar aquel paraje reserva matural, De ser asi, abrigase la esperanza
de que en e} otofio de 1976 ornitdlogos portugueses y britanices puedan pro-
seguir los prometedores estudios sohre migracion y ecologia de la rica avifauna
visitante.
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