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For niaiiy years tliere lias been a traditioiial iriterest by Britisli 
oriiitliologists in the Iberian Peninsula. Yot only do species iiot 
normally seen in Britain occur c o m m o ~ i l ~  but also most sctmnier 
migsant specje~ vísiting Britaiii pasc tlirougli Iheria during thzir 
migrations. During the autiitii~is ot 1Bfi5, I9W aiid 3073 1 {vas 
a.l)le to lead ii7crensingly large parties of Britisli ringers to  western 
Iheria to stiidy tlie migratioii througli sires clioseii for inteiisive 
ringing stiidies. Tlrese irii-estigatiotis uere 12ot dcsigried to 
prodiice riiiging recoveries slio\ving wllere tlie hirds had come 
froin or  \vere going to (altlioirgli tlie fetv srich recoveries were most 
welcome) hcct rather to discover tlie weight regime of tlie migrants 
a nd  tlieir lengtli of stay. 

During the three yearr \ve nvere alde. tlirotigh tlic good offices 
of Professor Beriiis, to ring about 10.900 bird': of n \vide variety 
of species. The data from this riiigiilg, oii \veiglits, rnrasureiiieiits, 
retrappiiigs and moiilt is in tlie process of rinalysis for n nutiiber 
o€  papers brrt tlie purpose of tliis contribution. to a very special 
volume of ARDEOLA, is to try to  describe a id  qiiantify the local 
ax4faun.a of our tliree sttrdy nreas. Even rv i t l~  oiir mai~i plirpose 
heing tlie stridy of the migratits it was very necessary to try and 
iiiiderstand the foca1 bird cornmtinity, of residerit species, that the 
migrants \vere joining for a few weeks dlrring the autiimn. 

Tt is most appropriate, at this jurictlire. to tliank the Iarge 
niimber of Britisli ririgerr; (and their Eamilie:: aiid friends) who 
mnde one or  more iouri~eys soiith to help lvitli oiir v o r k .  Wefl 



. . . . .  

over a Iiliiidretl people were iii\:olved, frir too mariy to l i ~ t  
i~idividiinll!r. for periods rangitig from a f e~v  days to  three moíitlis. 
Tliey Iargely did so a t  their owti espense althougli generolis 
coiitribiitions nere  made to oor fiiiids by the Britisli Ornitliologip.c'.; 
Union 2nd. throiigli the B. O. U. the World Wildlife Fnnd (for 
the work at Golega). I n  addition the f,i,qci pnrn rt P r o t e c ~ ó o  6n 
N n t t i . r ~ r ~  paid the accommodation espenses of the siimmer trip 
to Golegri and made a generous contribution to the living expenses 
of some of the students *ic;lio were iii Portugal f o t  an extended 
period iii 1973. Many of tny friends in Spain atid Portugal werc 
verv kirid ~ v i t l i  theis advice aiid we were particiilarly pleased, 
d d n g  3973, t s  be ahle to  help train some Port~igese studentc. in- 
tlie prrictices of ringing. 

The problems of clioosing where to sttidy hirds in north-wesl 
lberia frorn an  office in central England can he imagined. 3ly 
npproacli M!: to sttidy the literatcire and. in partictilar, the recovery 
niaps piiblislied hy BERWTS (196%) a i ~ d  the distrilrutioti of recoveries 
from two schemes and t l ~ e  reports publislied hy others. Since 1 
work at the British Trirst for Ornithology in the adrninistration 
o i  ttie ringitig scherne Britich recoIfery data \vas availaMe and 
Dr. Zink of Vogelwarte Radolfzell made nvailable detail~; of al1 
tlirir records in Iheria. These investigations clearly shoured tliat 
tlie region ronnd Monforte de T..emos (Lugo) was partictilarly 
iinoortant for British-ringed Whitethroats (Sylvio. comnztrnisJ aild 
that severa1 migraiit species were  regiilarly recovered in the region 
of Bragancn (Tras os ?danter;). Indeed Pied Flycatchers (Ficedítln 
h?npnlctrrn,l from as far east of as tlle Dnnvin Reserve, 500 kms. 
enst of 3foccow. mingled there dltring tlie attttimn witti hirds hred 
i t l  tlie oak forestc of Wales. 

Tlie advance party. diiring l96:, therefore had as its task tlie 
(!i.scovery of two ringing sites withiii tliese areas for  extended 
ritiging operntioiis diiriiig a later year. After some adventures 
these sites were choseii and a few days ringing completed in each 
ísee table 1 for dates of rnanning at eacli site). These two cites 
were then niaiined for aboiit s i s  and seven weeks each during thc  



.autumn of 1967. Tlie results were most encouraging but it \vas 
obvious that full autumn manning was necessary - passage l-iad 
already been in progress when we had arrived in 1967. Unfor- 
-ttinately the very important Atlas of Breeding Birds, run by 

T'igure l.-The location of tlie three cites. 111 each insta~ice tlie inset maps 
shaw .the location of tlie actual ringing sites in relation to the local roads, 

rivers and tom-11s. 

(5itztacióil de las S iocalidudes cstz.tdladas. A cadu ztlza se Iza sobrcf iz t~sto oi~t 
fequevio plaizo a la izquierda colz los r íos ,  carreteras y pob!uciones en torllo 

al lugar dcl ca~~zpz.ts de a ~ ~ i l l a n z i e ~ ~ t o  .) 

the B. T. O., was scheduled for the summer of the next five 
years, and 1 felt that it would not be fair to this project to 
,encourage ringers to work, during their holidays, outside Britain. 
Our rettirn visit therefore had to take place in 1973 and wc decided 
t o  concentrate our efforts on the southern site, Morais, s~hiclz had 



hRDEOi-4, VOL. a (ESPECIAL) (1Q75) 

M o ~ i n i n g  dotes at ihe thrce silcs 

(Aiios g periodos de occidn) 

Distriz 1st to 311) September 1966 
Bst Aupist lo B r d  September 1067 .................. 49 days in al1 

Morais 11th to 15th Sepiember 1SB5 
3 r d  August to 3rd October 1967 
3rd to  7th June 1973 
18th July to 19th October 1973 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  146 days in a11 

Golega Zlst June ta 4th July 1978 
29th July to 28th August 1073 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  49 days in al1 

produced the best resiilts in 196'7. ,417 early visit, during tlie 
breeding season, by David and Jill Sales enabled iis to quantify the 
breeding birds (see section on Morais) and then auturnii manning 
spanned three whole months of continuous ringing. Early in 1973, 
an appeal \vas made in Ibis (115 :311) for volunteers to  hetp survey 
the famous marsh of Paul de Boquilobo, near Golega in Ribatejo. 
I t  was decided to try to man thjs site as  well since it seemed ideal 
for the stndy of wetland warbler species. The announcement in 
Ibis stimulated Don Parr  aod hvo companions to  visit the area in- 
summer and their results have, very generously, been made availa- 
hle to  me for this paper. Theirs was the first summer visit t o  
Golega. Table 1 shows that manning of this important site had 
ta stop at the end of August. The agricultura1 drainage operations, 
which had prompted the request in the first place, had precluded 
any forther ringing \vark. However, as will be seen jn the section 
on Golega, tbe most tecent news is not so discouraging and it 
seemg likely that it will soon be a reserve. 

A) Dístl-iz (L,rpn !Q-D32'3, 795'W: ca. 300 m. a .  s .  l.) 

The location of the site i s  shown in figure 1. The actual 
rínging area \vas in a shallo~v ralle? some 1 km. north of the 
Monforte ¿le 1-emos to  Orense road about 5 kms from Monforte. 
Tlie track from the road to the camp passes throiigh small fielcls 
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and across a streain. Diiring the time \ve were nt tliis s i té  tlic 
only water in tlie stream \vas a series of pools. By tlie tiiiie the 
cnilip is reached not nll the area is ciiltivated and tliere are extensive, 
nrens of scruh aiid soine trees. Tlie ~vliole aren is dry by tlie 
aiitiiniii altliougli still quite greeii in appearance - there are many 
slirtibs wliicli are deeply rooted and able to  use dñmpiiess iii the 
lower parts of the groiind remaining after tlie winter rains. Seed- 
enting birds llave a \\lide variety of l~edgerow aiid wastegrorind 
species nrailahle for tliem to  eat and tllere are estensive stands 
of blackbrrriec (R~rbtrs sp.) wl~ich are tnkeii by tlic .Syh.in \v;rrbles 
during tlie aiittiinn. Agricultura[ operations, during 1965 and 1907, 
\\,?re not inechariised and the whole area was used for grating a 
tlariety oí  aiiirnals. The broom (Cytisfu sp.) and gorse (Ulea- sp.) 
of the waste areas, and some specifically planted ivith these species. 
were being crit íor use by tlie aniinals and tlie branches of the 
l ~ r g e r  trees in the area were also cut for the animals to browse. 

At tlie weeken,ds trappers from the local town appeared nnd 
catight rnigrants for food. The traps iised were a traditional type 
iising R bow of springy wood with a string froin one tip passing 
through a ltole in it. A perch, one side of tliis hole. prevented 
the strit~g, nlhich was iinder tension, from passing throiigli the 
Iiole irntil tlie perch was knocked aliray. However 1~11en a bird 
rettled on the perch the looped string qiiickly snapped tight rorind 
its feet trapping it to be denlt witli lat,er. Tliese traps proved 
very efficient indeed. One trapper, in our area, set about 60 a i ~ d  
caiight aboiit 30 hirds, mostry Sylvin tvarblers, drrring the day. 
Tlle hirds were indiiced to alight on the perch by baiting the t rap 
with red herries from Dnpli-$te gnid.Arnt when tlie traps were set in 
hlackherries. Apparently the trappers Irse blackberries when 
trapping ~vithin standa of Dnfi~ne 'g.nirlirsnz,. The trappers were 
tiot the local farrners h i t  yoiiths from the local town xvho indulged' 
in tlie trapping for (isportt,. Most of th'e birds tlley caught were 
for their own use althoci~h tlie hirds siirpliis to tlieir own reqiiire- 
rnents; were apparently sold. 



Figure 2.-The immediate viciility of the camp a t  Morais. The birds ii, tlie 

~ ~ s t e m a t i c  list were recorded within tke cobserved asea» but the area censussed 
(see table 11) comprised only about 40 % of this area aild was mostly soutll and 

a s t  of tlie st i-eai~~. -4part from tl-ie field, the cleared area along the liile of 

pylons aild the open area to  tlie north-east this site \%-as more os less completely 
covered by trres aild shrtrl~s. 

[El  cn~7zPzas de anillatniento de Morais, el1 Tras-os-Monfes ,  y sus co~z tor~ los .  L a  
línea de trazos enlnarca el área de la prospección o?-fzitoló,qica, si bien la zona 
ce?z..sada ;'tabla I I )  solo es aprox.  el 40 O/, y qz~cda al S z u  y Este  del arrojlo 

( s f r e a ~ l l ) .  Lu 172ayor parte dei dren está reczbbierfa de  drboles y arbzastos.] 

The ringing area at Morais is about 3 kms. 11-est of t l ~ e  t011-1i 
and is ideal both for camping and ringing (see figure 1). Situaterl 
ín a state cork oak forest .\ve have first to thank the Servisos 



Florestais for allowing «S to use tlie area and, particularly, 
.Cualdino Vega, t11e local forest giiard, and liis family for their 
maiiy kiridiiesses during our  visits. We made maliy friends iii 

Morais and in Sobreda, the small village about one km. from the 
camp. The camp-site and ringing area is sIio\\-n~ iii detail oii 
.figure 3. Although \ve were only about 250 111. froin the rond 
ure were concealed from it and had a well with good fresh water. 
'The stream was dry above the camp during tlie aiitumn visits btit 
minning al¡ the way to  the open area dtiring tlie eatly Jiriie visit. 
Apart from the areas on figiire 2 witli differeiit markings the 
wliole of tlie site was more or  less covered with aii open v-oodland 
with trees up to 5 m. high. Tfie niain species $as tliz Cork Onk 
.Qi~.~rnfis sslcbcr and some trees liad had Inrk Iinrvested from tliein. 
Otlier Q.16ercits species were also preseiit biit no other trees. TIIP 
shriih layer, extending t a  one to  ~ \ V O  metres, ~ñr: ricli in sotnc 
parts anrl ajrnost absent i i i  otliers. Apart froni iminatiire oak.; 
tlie plants concerned were Gum Cistiis Cistics Irrdn?iif~r. ;i Dapliiie 
Bn,bR.r~e g?tid?'tm, and brooms (Cytislcs sp.) aiid lieatlri; (Ericn sp.). 
'There were also a number of lower slirub species aiid. during the 
Jitiie visit, a variety of  annual arid perennial herh species. Tlicse 
included Clrrdioliu, Etrplroo-biii., Fi//peltn'iilrr. Srrct/~lttr/g.rin. í.nz~n?~- 
-d&, Verbnsctrm. and Asplr.odelu.s. 

The open nrea at the top of tlie strenm iiicliided quite Iarze 
,iinvegetated areas of rock and. e v e n  \\TtIiiii tlie wood. rock oiitcrops 
were cornmon. The cleared nrea itnder the  wircs \vas. to  tlie east, 
almost devoid of trees hiit one o r  two cork oaks remnined evci.1 
there. I t  \vas favoured by the Bee-eaters ( M ~ r o p s  npiostrrj  and 
WoodIarks (Lrrlblo nrboren). The  stream alwsys flow-ed helow 
.the camp b ~ i t  did not prove to he a great attraction for most 
species. However the fcw stands of blackberries tended to De 
,along the  stream and they ivere atfractive to Wliitethroats (.S~tlvia 
com~nunis) in particular. The view from the camp to the sotith 

w a s  iininterrupted for many kilometres and províded good viewing 
for vtrltures moving aloiig orir ridge and the lower one fiirther 
.sotith. By the end of September the firie dry weather of July. 
Auguct and early Septernber had given way to  alterriate fine spells 
and mrrcli colder, damper periods as low pressiire ~ys tems  from 
the  Atlantic itifliienced the weather. 



The ringjng site nt Golega was the marsh area at Paul d e  
Roqiiilobo. John I3ulgalh0, of tlie Sej -v i~os  Florestais, and' 
Dr. Margaridñ Borges de Carvalho had been able to  obtain 
permission for 11s to ring on the private estate containing the marsh. 
Tlie urgency of our ringing and siirueying operatíolis \vas tliat. 
tlie agriciiltiiral exploitation of tlle area seemed to be aboirt to 
destroy it cornpletely as a wildlife Iiabitat nnd facts \vere reqtiired 
to  see wchether it shoitld he mncle iiito a reserve. Tlie locntion 
of the rnarsli is shown on figiire 7 and its extent, at  the erid of' 
Jiine, in figiire: 8. As the captioii explains. ngriciiltitral operations 
\vere. ii i  progress througl?oiit otir stays and t l ~ e  extent of t h e  
niarsh arens, itngrnzed aiid iiitciit, stendily dwiiidled. Wlien tlie- 
first group. led hy Don Parr,  rirri~fed in Jiine nboiit 120 ha. 
reinained aiid freshly ploughed areas a t  the northern and easterii 
edges shotved tlie intention of fitrther immedinte reclamntion. 
Tlle iiiitoirclietl areas were composed of Cnre-t., . Y c ~ Y ~ I ~ s  and' 
.Tpar.cn~~ii~m field ivith 'wet areas dominated by water lily (Ng7n.-- 
thocn) nnd islands of willow trees Solir f r n&~ i l i s  forrning dense, 
low thickets. Tlie \villows also linect the drainage channels. 
There were more willowc; tawards the sorrthern, wet end of the- 
m;irsli tlian tlie northern and. 

By tlie tiine the second party arrived, in late July, a very wide 
variety of vegctation had grown on the areas which had heen 
newly p1oiiglic.d in late Jiine. With siicli plants as Polygonznn, 
Ri6me-x rind Dotirrn qiiickly colonising the disturhed groiind rich 
food siipplies for  seed-eating species were becoming qnickly availa- 
hle. FTo~vever these arens mere amongst tlle first to  he c i ~ t  and 
pioughed and tlle clearing of the drainage chinnels and primping 
of water from the sot~thern end of the rnarsh meant tliat it dried 
oiit with alarrning speed. Sedge areas too wet to  he walked 
witlioiit great caie became dry enougli to take tractors and ccitters 
within ten days or a fortnight n n d  we v e r e  forced to move olrr 
ririgiiig operations frirther into tlie rnarsli. -4t thjs stage the 
only wi\:owq to  he cut were those impeding the excavator dredg- 
ii:g the existing channels biit, by about the 10th August, new 
cliannels were being dug in the soiithern-eastern part of the marsh 
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Figure 3.-3'lie Golcga siic, Píi111 do Boquilobo. i'liis niap plio\vs tlic siluation 
in early July. By late August les5 tlian Iialf the arca o{ sedge markccl on tliis 
iiiap reniaincd uncut and most of wl~at did remain irvas being grared by horses 
cr cattle. T h e  t\vo auturnn ringing sites were lirst at tlie bottom corner of tlie 
southern area ol plough {hy then grown up with vegetation again) and secondly 
:.liout 200 m. wcst of this nt the top of ihe livn longest sedge [ielrls. 'rlie marsli 
diains southward to thc toutheriimost ditcli Irom \rqliiíh water was Ueing pumped 
rway. '[he soutlicriiinosr s e d ~ r  aren (bclow tlie lateral ditch) \vas a t  a lower 

leve1 tlian the main marsh and a part of a differ-cnt cstate. 

fEI compw de Golegó. en Ribotejo, oi techo primero.i dr  jrilio. A jiir de agosto 

rnds de la ~tii lud del ~ i o i ~ j a l  fue ~ r y n d o  y b s  beslius I>ast~r~r por roci iodo. Signos 
í dc  arriba a oboju):  r. A l ~ t ~ o n d o ,  diqrce, iicarjnl. arodas. c~rllivos, nla~trcdas, coloiiiu 

de A).dt+jdo~ (circ1110~). sclo rle sairrcs. J. sairres csfiatridas.] 



atid outlyiiig, isolated willows cut down. Before the end of 
Aiigust tlie agricultriral operations, particularly grazing of animals 
on sedge areas where ringii~g would have been carried out, were 
so fa r  ndvaiiced tliat \ve had to cease ringing operations. 

Although aboiit seven weeks were spent ringing a t  Distriz in 
Atigiist and September no visits were made during the breeding 
season and. tlius, rather iess information is available than for the 
other two  sites. The agricultura1 land-use in tlie area, much of 
even the scrubhy areas >vere being utilised for stock feeding and 
being cut for hedding, is reflected in the rather restricted variety 
of local hirds. Most species were recorded in both 1965 and 1967. 
The followiiig systematic list is in Wetmore order. For  al1 the 
species caiight aiid riiiged the ringing figures (1965/1967) are 
given immediately after the species llame. Any mention of num- 
bers refers to tlie count o r  estiniate for tlie species total within the 
aren of the camp and ringing site on a particular day. For  a few 
resideiit species these figures have been interpreted as indicating 
a certaiii breeding population (resident 2nd presiimed hreeding 
species miirked witli an asterisk "1. 

CircaPtirs gallicitr. Short-toed Eagle. Seen twice in 1987 (2311 Augiist and 13th 
Ceptember). 

* 131ttto blttro. Buzznrd. Often recordcd.maxinium 3. 
m Acripitcr > I ~ S U S ,  Spnrtowhawk. -/S. Many records, a pair probably brrd locally. 

A .  ge>itilis, Coshawk. Pewer recorded than Sparrowliawk, t w o  on one day 
iJl1w. 

Milvics inigrans, Bliick Kitr. One record-l9tli September 1087. 
Circus pygargus. Montsgu's Hanier. Olic record3rd September 1987. 
Falco s~tbbuteo,  Hobby. Many records of up to 4 in a day, a sclccessful nest 

was located, 4 kms from tlie ringing síte, in 1985. 
Pateo )er tgdnus ,  Peregrine. One recorded B n d  Auwst lgBl and two 13th 

September. 
* Falto n a u f ~ n n i ,  Lesser Kestrel. Up to  26 Kestrel sp. recorded in a day, 

mostly this species. 
* Falco t i~ i>~utrcu lw ,  Kestrel. 1/0. Small numbers recorded. 
* Alectoris rufo, Red-legged Partridge. Up to  16 reccrded. 
'. Perdrix perdhx, Common Partridge, A party o f  18 recotdtd 15th Septem- 

I,er 19437. 
C'. roturnis, Quail. ljl. One or two regularly recorded. 



* Otis tetrax, Little Eustard. A flock present in both years. maximuiil 27 
in 1965 and 58 in 1967. 

V .  va~:ellus, Lapwing. Tu-o on 7th September 1967. 
'I'ringa glareola, Tiood Sandpiper. Six recorded ast August and oile 8th 

September 1967. 
Tringa ochropus, Greeri Sandpipei-. Recorded on 15 days iii 1967-only one or 2 

each day. As with the preceding species associated with the pools in the  
stream between the camp and the road. 

Bzsrkinus oedicnentus, Stoile Curlew. A flock of 16 flew west on 1st 
September 1967. 

Colu~nba oelzas, Stock Dove. Two recorded on 15th September 3967. 

* C. palumbzts, %-oodpigeon. A common bird locally-17 nas  tlle maximuil+ 
recorded. 

" Streptopelia turtur. -1~1rtle Dove. 213. 12/hilst obviously a local breeding 
species tlie n u n ~ b e r ~  in the area were greatly swelled by migrants 
inaximum dai1~- count 50 + on 3rd September 196.5. 

* Cuculus canorus, Cuckoo. -/l. A few records of migrants. 
* Otus scops, Scoys Owi. 2/3. Regularly recorded-probab!y breeding locally, 
* A t h e n ~  noctua, Little Owl. 2jl .  As above. 
* ' / 'y fo alba. Tawny Owl. Recorded twice in 1967 only. 

Asio otus, Long-eared Owl. -/l. The one ringed on 22nd August 1967 \ ~ a c  
the only record. 

Gaprimulgus europarus. Nightjar. 1/11. C p  to  3 recorded daily. 

* Alcedo at~lzis ,  Kingfisher. 2/5. Resident along the stream. 
C'oracias garrulu~,  Roller. Kot secoicled in 1955 but eight records of single 

birds during 1967. 
* Upupa epops, Hoopoe. -11. TJp to  5 recorded. 
* Picus viridis, Green woodpecker. -/2. L p  to 4 recorded daily. 
* Dendrocopos major, Great Spotted Woodpecker. As above. 

Jylrx torquiila, Wryneck. 1/10. Probably al1 passage birds-very seldom seen 
ratller than caught. 

* Lull.iala arborea, ~ T o o d l a r k .  -/5. Up to  7 recorded daily. 
* H Z Y U ~ Z ~ O  ?.ustica, Swallow. 1/-. Up t o  30 feeding over the ringing area. 
* Uelicho~z urbica, House Martin. 1/-. L-p to 20 over the ringing area. 

RiparW ripariu, Sand Martin. Only recorded in 1965-one or two birds tcvice- 
í'tyonoprogne rupestris, Crag Martin. Two on 13th September 1967 were the  

only ones recorded. 
* 0.  oriolus, Golden Oriole. Cp to  two seen together regularly until 7th 

September 1967. 
" Coruus corar, Raven. Floclis regularly seen numbering iip to 20 birds- 

maximum '70 on 4th September 1967. 
* C. corone, Carrion Crow. Recorded regularly-up to  12 in 1C6i. 
* P. pica. Magpie. -/l. Many records-maximum 10. 
* Gwrulus glandarius, Jay. -/2. Resident-up to five recorded daily. 
* Parzbs m j o r ,  Great Tit. 10/17. Ten or more sometimes recorded daily. 
* P. caeruleus, Blue Tit. 13/41. csually present in the same qiiantity as t l ~ e  

previous species. 



* P. ater, Coa1 Tit. The only record was of one seen 2nd September 1965. 
* Aegithalos caudatus, Long-tailed Tit. 16/25. Parties of up to 10. recorded. 
jC Certlz&z bvachyductyla, Short-toed Treecreeper. 4/5. Probably one successful 

breeding pair each year. 
* T .  troglo&ytes, IVren. 7/'34. Commonly occuring-probably al1 local birds. 

* i 'urdus viscizlol-us, Mistle Thrush. Rather few records. daily maximum 11 
(duí ing 1 W ) .  - 

1 .  philonzelos, Song Thrusl-i. Only oi-ie recorded-3rd September 1%. 
T. rnerula, Blackbird. 9/22. Five or more regularly seen. 
Oe. oenajlthe, Wheatear. Three records only : 3rd September 19&5 and 18th 

and 19th September 1967. 

* Saxicola torqziata, Stonecliat. 7/19. A typical bird of the scrub areas, up to 10 
recorded. 

S. rubetra, LVhinchat. 1/10. Often recorded-maximuin 20 011 19th Septem- 
ber 1%7. 

Yhoenicurus ?hoenicztrz~s, Redstart. 2/5.  Often rec~rded  but daily counts never 
exceeded 5. 

f l t .  ochruros, Black Redstart. A male seen on 3rd September 19-65. 

" Lusciilia megarhynchos, Nightingale. 7/23. T;p to ten recorded daily, local 
birds as well as migrants were probably involved. 

Cj~a.~tosylvia svecica, Bluethroat. Two seeil 3-d September 1965 but i-ione 
recorded in 1967. 

* Eritlzarus rubecula, Robin. 8/69. Vp to 12 or 15 recorded-a common local bird. 
* C'ettia cetti, Cetti's Warbler. -/l. Small numbers recorded each year. 

* Locustella ~zaevia, Grasshopper VCTai-bler. -/5. A few records in 1967 including 
some singing. 

dcroceplzalus scirpaceus, Reed Warblei-. 1/1,5. Al1 records were of migrants- 
up to 3 per day. 

A. schoe~tobae~zus, Sedg-e Warbler. -/l. Only the one record-12th Septem- 
ber 1967. 

* Hipeolais polyglotta, Nelodius Warbler. l .  Sinall numbers yecorded 
n-iost days. 

* Sylaia atricapilla;. Blackcap. 5/50. Up to 15 recorded daily, many of them 
probably local birds. 

* S. hortensis, Orphean \lTarbler. Although a family (3 + birds) was seen 
in 1.965 iione were recorded in 1967. 

* S .  borin, Gasdeil Warbler. 401339. The most numerous migrant with daily 
totals reaching 40. Some birds may have bred locally but migration was 

underway before we arrived each autum. 
* S. conmunis, Whitethroat. 26/1S.5. Although fewer caught than Garden 

Warbler the maximum daily count was bigger at 50-60 on 3rd Septem- 
ber 1965, the sarne day as the peak for Garden Warbler. 

* S .  undata, Dartford Warbler. 1/7. A few records of one or two birds in tl-e 
scrub. 

Phylloscopus trochilacs, Willow FVarbler. 18/172. Many migrants passing 
through the area. 



:I riilger gces i-ound the netting sites in some of the scrubby parts of the Distriz 
riilgiilg- site. The  hillside is partly cultivated. 

;L;na zdsfa del paíaje donde estcín iizstaladas las redes del Canzpzts de Disfi-ic, 
L u g o  .) 

12 waste area a t  Distriz near tlle camp. The low cover held few birds and 
presented Iittle backgrouild for mist-netting. 

( O t r a  -,lisfa de la zona de Distriz,  de  Peores resultados fiara cl auillamicnfo qzic 
el paraje de la f o t o  sltperior.) 



llist-ileth se: in the rleared area l~e lo~v  the camp. Tliev are sited to intercept 
liirds comiilg to  the small s t r ea~n  ainoiig-st tlie grasses arid segdes iil the middle 

of the picture. Ratlicr fe\\- birds ;vere attractecl 11y :he water. 

-. TI-as-os-,lforr!es. Xedrs  inporlcsas c n  .ir11 claro regarlo flor al-rojlilclo.) 

;i riew rrlor-ig (nílcl thi ougli) one of the inist-nets set ainoiig-st the onlí scru l~  a t  
l lorais .  Tlle oalís provide 130th shade 2nd a good disruptive background for 

the nets. 

(ilfor-ais. Red  japonesa iiistalado eiitr-c el alcorilocal.) 



'" Ph. collybi~a, Cliilfcliafl. 4/30. Up to  3 oi. 4 bírds daily ; recorded iiiost d:cys 
and local birds tnay Iinve becti irivolvcd. 

/'h. b u i ~ e / / i ,  LIoiielli's Warbler. ]/U. Rccor(1r.d oti 1st and 3rd Scptcinbet 1W? 
and during August 1967. 

Reyulus igtricapillw, Firecrest. Oiily recorded oii lGth and l í t l i  Scptriiiber 1%;. 
Mtt~&capo siriota, Spottrd Plycatclier. 4/30. Up to 5 recorded daily. 
I;irrdir[o hypoleuca, Picd Flywtcl?cr. 25/204. A comiiio~i iiiigrant wiih daily 

totals up lo  S. 
I'rioiella arodularis, Uuniiock. 3i9. U.iidoul>tedly a local brecdci. 
rl~itlirrs coi~rpfslris, Tawy Pipit. -13. Up to 12 recorded on ilic Iiillside. 
A.  pralewfis, hleadow Pipit. Many records ol  one or rico birds a day. 
:l. tr idk,  Tree Pipit. 3/16. Single birds aiid sniall parties ofteii fltw o \ w  

during tlie morning-daily tot i ls  of sucli tiiigrating bit& reached 40 (lltll 
September IWY). 

Mofocilla alba, Alba Wagtail, Kegularly recordcd-mostly siiigle bii-ds. 
M. ciriereo, Grey Wagrail. 111. A family frequentcd the streiitn. 
M. flavo, Flava Wagtail. Regularly recorded rcachjng peaks o í  30 aiid (O 

during mjd-Zcptember 19Gi. 
Lonius excubi'bor, Great Grey Shríke. 111. I'wo or tlirce rccorded rvery driy- 

peak of 5. 
L. s e ~ ~ o l o r ,  Woodcliat Sliríke. A siiigte juveiiile secn 3rd Septeniber 1967. 
L. collurio, Red-lracked Slirikc. -/l. Tlirec records \)etwee~i 6th itnd 14111 

September 3967. 
" S~iir>tuc ir~iicolor, Sporless Stnrliiig. -/3. Lp t o  300 Starliiigs sren duiing 1W7 

were presuniably this species. 
i'arduclis cli.lorir, Greenfincii. -/J. A few sceii rcgu1arl)iriicixiniuiii 6. 

a C.. cardirelis, (;uldíiiiclt. Up to 15 recordcd daily. 
C. cwr?~,,clbi~~u, Linnct. Tlie local flock soinctirnes reaclted s. 
Serit~irs seri~rirs, Seriii. -/$. Lip to  45 of tliis species \ciili tlie otlrcr firiches. 

* Pyrrlrulo curopaea, Bulltinclz. 213. l 'wo or tlirce sometinies seen. 
Fri~igilla coelebs, Challincli. 2/3. U p  10 8 oeen-two pairs liad probably brctl. 
L t ~ i b e r i ~ a  rirlirs, Cirl Buntitig. 4/8. A maxiiiiuni oí 10 rccorded. A typical 

bird of tlie area with several pairs resident. 
E,  tia, Rock Bu~rtiiig. n v o  rccords iii September 1W. 
' /'osser do~~1esLir.tts, l-iouse Sparro\v. -/l. Gp to 30 scen witli l f ie  finch fjock. 

Overall this list gives tlie irnpresciori of a ratber irnpoverished 
local bird-conimunity and it  is casy to relate this to tlie exteiisivc 
modificatioiis to the local habitat inade by farrniilg priictices. I t  
is a pity tliat we were unable to  survey the site duriiig tlie siiiiimer 
to make a more accurate assessment of the local breedilig species 
and so allorv a much hetter coinparison to be made witli tlie 
second site, a t  Morais, \vilere the local habitxt liad Iíardly beeii 
.modified by man's activities a t  all. 



The field-work a t  Morais was spread over a much longer period 
thaií at  Distriz and, in addition, the june visit in 1973 was designed 
t.0 document the breeding community. The results of the census 
taken by David and JiIl Sales are given in table 11. The technique 
iiced was a modified form of the mapping survey method used by 
the British Common Birds Census scherne to prodrtce an annuaf 
indes of abtindance of breeding birds in British farmland 2nd 
woodland (WILLIAMSON 1964, BATTEN and MARCHANT 1975). T h e  
indicntion of a territory in the census results comes from mapping- 
a11 sightings (and other contaats) with the birds of the area and 
nnalysiilg them to form clusters of registrations. David Sales had' 
spent six weeks at the site iil 1967 and knew the extent of the 
ringing area well. He chose t o  survey an area of abour 28 La. 
extending eastivards from the stream which rrins through t h e  
camp arid comprising aboiit 40. % of the area within the dotted 
lines on figiiie 2. H e  felt that the results wcre fairly accurate. 
fo r  most species bnt the Sylvin warblers may have been under- 
recorded, partictilarly S. ca.~r.iiltms, as they were, during the period' 
of the survey probahly mostly in the last stages of incubation and. 
ratlier difficlilt to find. His impression was that nesting activi'cy 
for  al1 breedirig species wae iindenvay to enable the young birds. 
to take advantage of the rather qnick transition, in this area, from 
the cool wet regime of winter and spring to the hot dry period' 
of summer. Driring the June visit the stream was flowing 
throiigliotit its coiirse and the herb Iayer was green and growing. 

The list that follows, like that fo r  Dístriz, is in Wetmore order  
and lists al1 species ohserved which may have been breedina 
locally and also a11 species trapped and ringed. Ringing figures 
(1865/1M7/1973) are given immediately after the name of t h e  
cpecies which if not in italic, appears in the hreeding sttrvey. 
table TI. Al1 records. ñpart from a few ringed near Senhor 
Vega's house, ahout 700 m. northwest of the camp, and those 
specifically noted as being outside it. were from within the line 
of dashes on figure 2. The figrires qiioted are the number (usuallv~ 
maximum over the two main years of observation) of individiials 
of the species coi~ntrd or estirnated to hnve heen within the observed 
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Ke~trl#.c 01 h~.eedi*tg b1rd.i suví~ry rcrvricd oi<l o11 Ph' /IU . ffot u/ . ll(.rais b ?. 1) . 1 .. 
atid 1 . Sales. 3rd lo  711t J i r i ~ e  ]!Vd 

C'etfso de ac*er nidifiranle.~ (territorios) clr 28 Ha . de  Morois [I'rcrs-os-dloiilcs) 

P Terriiorics 
~ h o l l y  in 0" 'he per 100 ha . 

the are8 edpIe of 
(he area 
P. 

Atwtoris rufa . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  2 
Columba palumbus ..................... 
Streptopclia turtur ..................... i 
Cuculus canorus ........................ 
Caprirnulgus europaeus .................. 1 
c. . rulicollis . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  1 
upupa cpops . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
picus viridis . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
i)endrocopos major ..................... 1 
Galcrida tlieklae ........................ 
J.ullula arborea ........................ 12 

........................... Parus major I 
P . caeruleus ........................... 5 
F . cristntus . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  4 
(;arru!iis gt:iiidnritis . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  1 
O . oriolus .............................. 3 
T. troglod~tes ........................ 1 
Turdus viscivorus ..................... 1 
T . merula .............................. 9 
Oenanthe hjspanica ..................... 2 
Sylvia hortensis . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  2 
S . communis ........................... 2 
S . cantill:cns . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  8 4. 
S . undata .............................. 1 
I.anius excubiror ........................ 
1 . senator .............................. 1 
Carduelis carduelis . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  1 
C . cannabina . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  8 
Serjnus sesinus . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  1 
Fruigilla roelehs ........................ 5 
Emberiza calnndra ..................... 16 
E . cia ................................. 13 

Totals ........................... 109 + 



area o11 olie day. Al1 records frorn tlie June visit are clearly 
labelled as such. Resident, and preqttmed breeding specíes ar? 
.marked with an asterisk (*). 

iVeoplirort pei.c~iopLems, Egypriaa Vulture. Undoubtedly breeding locally: orie 
june record aiid daily maxima of 3 and 6 in 1$$7 and 1973 resptctive\y. 
Tlie gorge of the R. Sabor in thc arca of the bridge near Remondcs 
(see figure l), alrnost exadly 12 km. south of t l ~ e  carnp, produced ;I 

rnaxinium of 20. A young bird was still at a ncst oii 27th August 1973. 

'* Gyps j u h s ,  C;iBiffon Vulture. No June records but up to  15 seen in tlte 
auturnn. Tlie maxirnum at the Sabor gorge \vas over M on 9th October 
1973. Nest-sites, liberally spaltered with whitewasli, of tliis or tke preccd- 
ing species are cvident on the cliffs of tliis gorge. 

Aguila clrrysaebos, Goldcn Eagle. Single autumn sightings diiring 1967 uiid 
1973 only. 

Hieraoetus Jascialirs, Boiinelli's Eaglc. One record an 31st August 1973. 

'+ B. b~rleo, Buzzaird. Regular oli::imn riglitings-maximum 4. 
.* A ~ c i p i l e r  tiisrrs, Fp;irr~\~liliwh. -/1/-. Seven other siglifings in JW, rione 

during 1973. 
A .  yerilüis, Gosliawk. Secn oilce-28th August 1973. 
Milvur mígratu, Black Kile. Otie record on 26th August m. 
I'ernis apivorits, Honey Buzrard. Single rtcords etcli year: 6th September 

1M7 and 15tIi Sepiember IW3. 
Lircus cyurrew y C .  pygargus, Hen aiid ~'10rit:igu's Hirriers. Threc records 

in lWS7 and one in 1813 (Bnd ju\y). Botli spaciee were involved in 1967. 

* I;uico fiercgri~rits, Peregrine. T w o  seen 8 km wcst of tlic camp ch;ised pigeons 
for a few miiiutes on Znd July  1Q73.. 

Keatrel sp. L'ery few recorded, probnbly mostly F. li~i,rirncuIus. 

' Aiectoris rufa, Red-legged Partridge. -13,'s. Up to 20 (1967) and 30 (29118) 
recorded. 

+ C, roiztr,iix, Quail. During tlie June visit they were caUing in the fields 
below the road. Kecorded once iii tlie small field witliin the arel .  

Tringa ochropru, Grcen Sandpiper. Recorded flyina over on 11th and 2&h 
August 1973. 

T. hypoleucos, Coinrnoii Srindpipci. Rccorded llying over on 29tli August 
and f#)th Stptember 196'7. 

'* Columba palunibus, Woodpigeon. Peak autumn count of U. 
'* Streptopelia turtur, ?'urtle Dave. -/10/l8. Ttte auturnn maxiyna oí 25 aiid 20 

alrnost certainly jnclude passage rnigrants. 

'* Cuculus canorus, Cuckoo. The local birds had left before tfie autumn visitr 
started. 

'f 'yto alba, Barn Owl. -/-/l. ,411 three sigl~tings were in late September o r  
early October 18i3. 

* Olur rcops, Scops Owi. 1/3/5. A pair were calling below the road in June. 
N o  more tlian two recorded during ariy autumn day. 



'" . l t l i~iie tloctun, Liitle O\i:I. 1/3/3. NO june records. ,4iituiiiii ).ccorJs iiiostly 
siiigles. 

' Strix al i rro ,  'Cawriy Owi. A few autuiiin records ol singles. 
a .  Caprimulgus curopaeus. Niglitjar, -/0/15. Up t o  two rccorded dailj. Tlic 

birds ringed were mos~ty migraitts in late outuniri. 
" C. ruficollis, Red-necked Niglitjar. l/5/1. Xntic rtcordcd :iftcr iiiid. 

August 1973. 
' .$pus aptts, S\vi[t. A leir* recorded lccdi~ig over ilie area. Aii exccl)tioital 

inovcnicnt, eastivards, of 302 aii 3ntli July 1973. 
A .  i~ i r iba ,  Alliise Si\~jSt. A recordcd-niasiiiiuiii 15 oii 2Otli Sepre,nbcia X!iüT. 

" Alcedo u t rk i~ ,  liiiiglislier. 2/1/5. Kccorded sc<cral tiiiies, tiiostly \\-iiliiri tíie 
wuaded area and iiot nloiig tlie strcam. 

' :lfrrops apiorler, Uee-eiiter. -/27/22. None  iccordcd iii  Juiic iiui ibcgutnrly 
seen during the autumii witli maxinia of 95 (1W7) and JNJ (1Ui lJ .  klost 
ultcii icctliiig froin rlit py:uiis aiid \vires. I;ew rccordcd :[{ter Siti Vcp- 
\ciiiI~cr j%i7 : ~ i i ( I  10111 Septe~iil>er 1973. 

'' ~'oratius yorn~ lus ,  Kollcr. Kegulcir iii ttic gciicral nrc;r INIC lor rccorded a t  
ilie riiigiiig site. 

" upupa epops, Hoopoe. ]/1/-. Durittp tlic :iirt[irnii iisu;illy seeil 01) iIic culriviited 
areas beloxv ttlie ringiiig site. 

Picus viridis. (;reert L\;ootlprclicr. 3/3/5. 1.Ip io íour r-e:or<le(i iii Ilie auiumii. 
' Dendrocopos niajor, Great Sported LVoodpecber. - 9 3 .  Secti rtgiitarly. 

Ve+~drocopos iiiiiior, J..csser Spotted Woodl~ecker. Tivo sigliiiiigs duriiig 1W3 
('5tli July aiid Qd Scptember). 

Jgb1.r rorquillo, Wryneck. 2/9/8. Altliotigli litost of those recorded were pro- 
bnbly migratits one seen ori .Zir)i July 3953 m;iy Iinve heeii of local origin. 

¿iii~iidrelh brn r l~ .~ ida r i~ /u ,  Short-toc'd 1;irk. -,l;-. A [e\\- records altliough tlie 
sire ¡S not r.t~clty suitable for rhe i.ptcies. 

G'alcn¿fa rrisloh, Crzsred L?rk. Hecorcis oI up to 11ii.ec birds oir t l u  riiigitig 
arca diiring tlie autumii ; ntostly duritig July niid Augdst. 

Grilerid;. .~lirk;ar. Tlickla J s I ; .  ./1/1. Tlie Ixecdiiig birds were iieai. tlie road 
but outumri rtxoids. o(  up io tlirec Iiirds, \vere inostlg Iroiii tlic open arca 
at  ilie top ol tlie site. 

'' l'.iillula arboreü. Wooillark. 4/24/27. Tlie t>recdiiip I>irds werr scattered 
ilirouglioui tlie census area auoidiiig oiily ilic t1)ickest growtli. Autumn 
daily counts reattied 3U. 

Alarrda a~serrsis, Skylark. A. fcw records of up to 6 Ilyiiig over Iroitt rltc ei)d 
of August during 10G7 anJ duritig October in 1653. 

Hirirtido ri tsrica,  5wallo\u. 1/3/1. Tlicrc were t i 0  Juirc i.ccords of Iiirundinc~. 
l l p  to 80 Swallows wcrc secii feediiig :irid. witlt o t l~e r  slwcics. over 50 
nioved west oii %si September 1W7. 

* H. datrrica, Red-runiped S~vallow. Up lo a dore11 ird over the area aiid more 
tliaii 3 flew wect on 2ist  Septeinber 1W. Partics rcgularlg seeii elscwhere 
in ilie viciiiify witli up to 35 in thc Sabor gorge. 

Ueliclio?i urbicn, House Martin. Up to 30 feeding over the ringing area. 
Mor* tharr 100 iiioved wjrh otlier birundhies on 21st Scptember. UG. 
A It.tsB des; cnrlier, 10i11 Septembcr, a flock suniiing on enstwards faciiig 



cliffs un the Sabor gorge about tliree hours alter dawti totalled at kast' 
Z.M)O 2nd probably as many as 5,000. Otherwise the maximurn recordcd. 
in 1967 on the Sabor was 160 and no more than 50 were seen in che other: 
years. 

Hrparie rífiaria, Siiiid Martin. The only record ,vas oí 7 on 18th Septem- 
bcr 1Wi. 

'Pt .  rupestrk, Crag Martin. Plltliougli iiot recorded irom the ringing area severat 
pairs were found breeding in tlie Sabor go;.ge during botli 1961 aiid 1953. 

0. oriolue, Golde11 Oriole. -/-/s. L'p ro five r ec~rded  daily dutiirg July alid. 
August . 

Corrlus cara.c, Ravrii. Six, possibly a lamily pariy, recoided occasiona.lly' 
ea& year. The earliest record was 20th August 193. 

C. coro»p, Crirrion Crow. Small nuinbers (~ ip  to 5) sometimes recorded. 
P. pico, Magyie. None recorded in 1967 tiut up to 3 in l S 3 .  
' Car iuhs  glandarius, jiiu 1/-/8. Rccorded regularly, rnaxinium 10 at  the end. 

of September. 
P. ~ywlrocorox, Chough. Two records i i i  mid-September 1967. 
Pnrus majar, Great Tit. 7/17/57. Regularly seen in mobile ilocks. 

* P. caeruleus, Blue Tit. ?¿t/CP/lSi. Ever prescnt. 
* P. criscatus, Crested Tit. 3J5/10. Mucli less mohile tlinii tlte w o  previous 

species. 
Aegi t l io lo~  coiidultir, 1-ong-tailed Tit. -/-ir. Only records were in Octo- 

ber 1873. 
Sith eurotara, Kuthatch. -!3/1. Single records only api~rt  froni 4 on Zlst 

July 1973. 
Certhia hrnchydactyla. Slrort-toed Treccreeper. 2/39/24. Cp to five recorded. 

daily. 
' T. troglodytes, Wreii. ,'-/l. Apart lroni tlie breeding píiir plotted ir1 Juiie 

vcry few were recorded until Octobcr. 
Turdus ~iscivotus,  Mistle Tliriish. -1-j8. Only a siiigle record in Igfi7 but up. 

to 10 in 1973. 
T .  pibris, Fieldíare. Orie seen on i t l i  Ocfober 1873. 
3'. plrilot~rrl~r, Sotig Tlirush. - / - / ] T .  Oiily recorded Iroin Ctli Oci.ohcr 1973. 

onrvards, 
Y'. iliartrs, Kedwiiig. -/-/'l. One cauglii 7th Ocrober 1973, 8 seen 12 &iys larer- 
T. mt'rula. Blackbird. 13,ü0;')00. Ahvays presciit hut lnpre recorded (arid 

ringed) Iater in tlie auturnci. 
OritantWc ooia~nilir, Whcatear. - / - / l .  r\ few single records of rnigrants at the 

ringing site. 
' Oe. hi~paiiicit, Black-earcd Wlieatear. -/-/l. Tlie two breediiig pairs were, 

ncar thc road. Haiher few recorded iii the autumn-inaxirnum 5 on 6th.. 
August 1678. 

S~zrirolo lorqiccib, Stoi~ecliat. -/i/l. Ko indication of breeding in tlie riiiging 
area oi' its immediale vicinity. 

S. rrtbeira, Whinchat. -/5/7. Regularly recorded i r i  late .4uguat aad during 
September. 

I ' f i~~nic i t r~rs  plroe~tir~~rus,  Redstart. -/20/9. As Whincliat,ratlier more records, 
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Ph. ocliruros, Elack Redstart. -/-/l. Tivo rccord~-20ili Septeniber aiid 1st  

Qctober 1073. 
* Lwcink megarl~y~rclios, Mightinga.le. -/2/15. Not found brceding wi~hiii tlie 

rínging area but ii pair was in residence below the ar ta  iii ]une 1078. 
~ y o ~ t ~ s . v ( t ~ i o  suecicd, liluetliroat. 1/./-. Apart from tlie bird c;iuglit 13th 

Sepiember 14Gli oiie was scen BtI i  August 1067 and onc iiiay Iiave b e . ,  
seen 1211 Seyternbcr 1953. 

.Er¿tLacr~ rrrheculo, Robiii. -/a/lSO. Exclusively a inigraiit first recotuded U i l i  

.%pteit?bcr 1067 and 14th Seytcmber 198. 
Locurtello t~ucwia, Grassliopper Warbler. - j l / J .  Kecoidcd oirly Iroin 3 1 s  

August to -0iIi Septembctr. only two records apart from tlie ringed birds. 
Arrucepholirs srirpoceit~, Recd Warbler. -/-/2. A11 rlirce recorG wcre duriiiK 

1973. 
1JiP)oluis polygloita. hlelodious Warblcr. 4/20/&. Nu junc rzcordr, f i r s ~  

ciiuglit dui-ing 1973 was oii Ztli July. Noiie iccorded latcr tliaii 2 1 ) d  
Septeiiiber. 

' Syhia atricapilla, Blackcap. -/2/10. Oiie cauglit 30tIi July 1973 was tlie oiily 
iiidisotiori o l  a pussible local brecding populatioii. kfost records were during 
Octol~er . 

S. Iiortensis, Urylrtaii \Varbler. -/iO/i. Xot o f t ~ f ?  seert slthocrgli 19Li7 rrcords 
exrcnded to niid-Septoiibcr. During 1973 last record was 2 i s t  August. 

S. boriri, Giirden Wiirblcr. .I/;íP/lG'. A nrigrant first recordcd óih August 1978. 

S. coinrnunis. Wliitetlii'o~t. %/BH)!56. Altliougli :ecorded o11 tlie breediiig 
census iione were recorded iii iiutuiiin 1373 uiitil nrid-Augcrs~. 

S. ~J?i.~Sl4Cta, 3leiielries' Warblcr. -jl/-. On 13111 Srptember INT a bird 
idcntifird as a iirst year mate oí  tliis specirs was caught. lYot mucli 
iirforntation \vas theii available about tliis srnall Sylwa warliler nrid t.lie 
rccbrd is currently beiiig re-exaiiiiiied in the light of new material wliicli 
Iias beeii gathered. Full details of tlie bird ivill appear iir a subsequen~ 
pul>:ication in this jourcial. Tire speeies breerls in the vicinity oI the 
Black Sea aiicJ wiiiiers iii east Africa and Araliia. 

S. r~~eliiiioccplwlo, Sardiniaii Warbler. -/1/a. Only tlircr racurded in 1967. 
Sune  observed duruig Juiic 1973 Ixtt durirrg ilie iiütuknri several singles 
wcre recoided in July aiid t t i t  nuinkrs built iip steadily wirh regular 
rlaily couiris ir:\cliitig ti, 7 or S in September nnd October. 

S. caiililliiiis, Subalpiiic Warbler. lr/102/287. L;nd~ubtedly tlic mort iiumerous 
loca\ warbles aiid probably ririder-recordecl c)nri~)g tlw ceiisu3. Up to 30 
recordcd in the iiutumii up to rnid-Septeniber. oiily a very few rernained 
into October. 

S. conspicilíafa, Slxciacled Warbler. -/1/-. The bird cauglit, 8th Septeni- 
ber 1967, wac the orily ane recorded at !he ringlig site. 

' S. undata. Dartford Warbler. 2/10/42. Res'dent with numbers buildiiig up 
through tlie auturnti and sornetjrnes reaching double ligurcs. 

YhyUo~copus trockilrs, Willow Warbler. 89/441/W. Exclusively a migraiit, 
first rccorded 28th July 1978 and with decreasing numbers by the cnd 
of September. 



Ph. cnflyhita, ChiHchaff. -/14/57. N o  evidence of local bitds, first rccorded' 
Mst A u y s t  1618 4 t h  numbers still building up in mid-October. 

Ph. bofielli, Bonelli's Warbler. -/25/G7. None recorded in June. Tlic first. 
auturnn record (28th July 1953) coincided with the first Willow Warbles. 

Reptlw igflira#illus, Firccrest. -/23/40. Apart Irom one on 3Otli August 1973 
snlall iiumbers ivere recorded from mid-September onwvards and they built. 
up during October. 

.Vitsciropa striofo, Spottcd Plycniclier. 2/33/60, First recorded 5111 Aiigusf. 
oiily l-wo October records. 

Ficcdicla hypoleuca, Pied Flycatcher. 48/3iti/9üDn Virst recorded 3rd Augi~st 
1972, regular duriiig October until 13th. 

Prir>relIa )nodirloris, Dunnock. -/-/26. E;o records cxccj~t duriiig 1973 when tlie, 
first was recarded ori Octobtr  5th. 

.41rrliits pratenfis, itleadow Pipit. Rccordecl reylar ly  from 1st October 1952.. 
,4. trii.-iolis, 'l'rec Pipit. 1/u1!18. Regularly recorded írom 34th August 1967 

but only iecorded for tlir: first time during 1973 on 31st August. Few 
records during October. 

.4. co>iipesiris. 'Talipny Pipit. Fouiid breeding in the ernble arcas belori tlie site, 
in June 1973. Only ;ibout IiaIf n dozcn records, mostly in September. 

:Motacillo albo, Alha Wagtail. A few single records eadi gear-earlicst in 1973. 
on 13111 August. 

* :M. cigicrrn, Grey M'agtait. -/3/3. Oiie fletv ovcr in juiie but, otherwisc, iiot 
recorded unt:l H t h  August. At the end of Septeml>er I W í  up to s i s .  
recordcd iti a day. 

M .  jlavo, Flava Wagtail. A iew single records duriiig Sepiernber 1987,.' 
racorded Ironi 29th -4ugust 1973-a few records oi two birds but mosrly 
singles. 

Lanius excubjtor, Crear Grey Slirikc. -/2/-, RegularIy seen in tlie ringing area. 
' 1.. senator, Woodchat Shrike. -/!?/lo. Regularly seen in tlie ringing arca 

until 15th September I9G7 and 16th September 1973. 
L. collurio, Red-backed Shrike. Only record Irom ringiiig area was Slst 

August 1N3. 
* .Sturnw um'color, Starlirig sp. -/-/l. All tliose ideritified were Spotless Starlings.. 

During Jrine brccdiiig birds were fourid just. below tlie ringing area atid 
the autunins llock maximum \vas 165. 

C. caccolhroustes, Hawfinch. -/:12. Three records of single hirds duriiig 
August-one in 1QU7 and m o  (iwing I S 2 .  

Carduclir chlork,  Greenfjnch. 5/9jlW. Although not recarden a s  beedirig i i r .  

the area censussed the site was being used by a flock comprising up ta 60- 
birds during auturnn 1973. Most were young birds which had evidently 
been bred locally. 

*C. carduelis, Goldfincti. -/2/4. A fflv visited the ringing site with the- 
Greenfinches. 

* c. cannabina, Linnet. -/6/l4. During the auttunn the breeding birds had, 
prrsumtibly mostty joined the ílocks feeding on arable land in the a r e a  
~lthough a 1-v uere witli the Greenfincfies. 



S. scriiius. Serin. kl/lG. S m d l  ~~;ii'tics ciiliie l o  tlic riiigiiig zrea rather. 
iiifreqiiently Cxtept during Jiily I9íS. 

1;ringilla coelebs, Cliaffinch. -./37/3.?. Xone \vas calig.ht during 1967 iintil 2 3 ~ d  
~ e p t c m h c r  bui. during 1973. thcy were present Imr most of thc t ine .  

' i<rnberizt calnndra, Corn Buliting. -/4(i/21. A1tIiorigli Iiardly aiiy fed oii the 
ringing area duririg tlie aiituinn it \vas uscd a s  a roostiiig site tvitli peak  
numbers o[ 250 (1Wí) and 1%) (1973) coiiiitcd passiiig over tlic camp iii 
tlie eveniiig irotn tlie arablc lields wlierc tlrcy [ed.  

1: .  ñ r h ,  Cirl Bitntiiig. -/1/2. Tlte only evidciicc of brecding iii the ininrediittc 
\.icinity \tr:is tlie captiire of two in juvenile pluinagc on 4th August 1973. 

1;'. Itor.tii11lriiia. Urtolan L!un;iiig. - /2/- .  Recorded oii five days l rom 5th t o  lar11 
Septemher 1947-maxinrtirn of 4. 

' 1.. ci;i, Rock Duntiiig. 5/36/94, Alivays prcseiit and probaldy remairiirrg iti 
tlieir tcrritories for most of the  auiumii. 

' 1'. prl ionío,  Rock Sporro\v. -/-/e. Somc wcre brtcdii~g i i t  ~ l i c  viilley I>clo\s 
rlie ringing siic in June 1953. Few records diiring 3%: but rcgiilar 
i.uosijnq fliglits ¡VI 1973. like tlic C ~ r i i  lhintings, involved up to 100 aiid. 
exceptionally, 200 birdc. 

Pnsser donicsticiri, FIotise Sparrcvt. A le\v reeorded ín 1073. mostly ii) OcEobcr, 
wiili the peak daily coiiiir reac.liing 30. 

As cnii be seerr tlre c t ~ c i i i ~ ~ ~ ~ i t n t i o i i  of tliis site diiring the, 
autumn is probably quite exl~aiictive and tlie figtires sliow that it 
is used by maiiy individuals of quite a large number of species of 
migrants as 'well as  the local hirds. Hoivever the results of the 
hreediiig census, given in table 2, are probably even more iiiterest- 
ing since tliey allow the area to be compared directly with other 
sites, where the techniqtre lias been applied, both in terms of' 
absolute density of breeding pairs and also jn species diversity. 
Bi..own~~, ( J M R )  has tab~ilnfed informatjon from a nurnber of 
soiirces tinder these headings. On these two coitnts the Morais 
site conipares favoitrahly .with most coniferolis forest plots hiit is. 
coiisíderably tess ricfi i i t  iiiimhers aiid diverse in species tl-iaii 
decidoris woods srrrveyed in Frítnce, S ~ Y  itzerla nd. Czechoslovakia 
and l3eiimnrl;. Tlie Vorais resiilts are cnmparahle. oii liotli. 
coiiiirs, \vitli tliose froni dccidiioiis f0rest.s in Swedeii niitl Fiiilni\d. 
The nreas in tliesa tnro tiartl~ern coiintries will. of coiirse, he very 
differeii t froin Morais. The aren of g~/i-ri.r~w. \ v ) ~ i ~ I i  . BLONDEL 
Iiímself ~ i i r r eved .  aiid tlte Mediterr;ii~enji scriih investigated by 
G A R C I . ~  a l i t l  P U R R ~ Y  (1973) in Alrneria hot1) cnrried tiiaiiy fe'\\"er 
pairc of maiiy fcwer species thsii 3lorais. Tlirre dota  iiot appear. 
ta he n comnarñhle ~iihlished siiri3ey of a siinilnr liqhitat to tliat 
n t  Mor;iis fro!ii tlie Il~eriaii peninstrln a i ~ d  altl~oiigli several French 
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sites, similar in some respects, have been investigated (e. g .  CONS- 
TANT and MAIIEO 1970) the Morais bird cornmiinity ic not ttuly 
comparable. 

i r 1  writing about the biogeography of the nesting birds of 
.western Provence BLONDEL (1970) has listed al1 the local breeding 
species and attempted to  allot each to a general type of area. 
As three of his ten types of area do not occiir inland in PortiigaI 
his list covers 124 species - some of which do not breed at al1 
'in northwestern Iberia. T w o  spc ies  recorded on the Morais 
census do not breed in western Provence (Red-necked Nightjar 
and Thekla Lark) but it is possible to  compare the lists othenvise. 
.Of BI-ONVEL'S eight Mediterranean species six breed on the Morais 
area, a severith (Rock Sparrow) is nesting nearby and the iast 
(Sardinian Warbler) wllilst not on the census occiired in good 
numbers in the autumii. About 30 % of the ccubiqriito~iss species 
appeared on the Morais list (tO/%SJ), X5-% of the ahilly regioti» 
species (6/37) and lesser proportions of the (~midplaina species (5/ 
-31) and ccwooded-valley)) species (3/11). Morais thiis drxws its 
'breeding species from a \vide range of BLONDEL'S areas. 

Other bwoodland nreas siirveyed in Britain, for example, have 
,a very different weather regime which often allows for a far 
greater diversity of tree species and, certainly, for a far greater 
leve1 of prirnary prodiiction. My own normal ringing site near 
T r ing  (Hertfordshire) is at 200 m. a. s. 1. with a thick cover of 
trees, rnostly planted between 8 and 1.2 m. high. At  this site, 
.excltiding the species whose niimbers have been inflated by the 
.provision of nest-boxes, the breedjng bird density is aboiit 1.500 
.pairs per 100 ha. of 40 species. Since this area never siiffers from 
.drotight o r  any form of water deficiency the Morais results, about 
one third the total of hreeding pñirs and almost as diverse, can 
'he seen to be almost s~irprisingly high. Of course my main interest 
in the area has been to discover ho\v it manages t o  provide for 
the large nitmher of passage migrants that visit it diiring the 
auttimn. Our investigations have shown that many .of the breed- 
'ing species do not remain in the area in tlie aiitiimn hiit feed 
outside it on famland.  Certainly, hy the time the autiunn 
migrantc arrive. there are few local hirds, otlier than visitors 
.frorn ftirther south, that compete for the insect food available to 
'birds. Data on the feeding behaviour of the species present 



Chlega. T7iew of n. sedge-field. IIist-nets were erected hoth through the sedge 
r,ild around the 'islaílds' of ~\-illon- trees aild bushes. Tlie netting area is se-\-eral 

huildred meters from tlie Egrets .  

(G'olegá, R iSa t r jo .  E I ~  p r i n ~ e r  térntino nrarjal y detrcís sauces;  lus redes  japorlc- 
:-as se  instalizi-on sil ~1 nrarjal entre is !ofcs  d e  sairccs 21 ~l latas .  Este parajr disto 

~ i n o s  cieritos de  i71rtros de la cololliu de  .Irdeidas.) 

Golega. Al1 escavator clears one of the dt-aii-iage chant~els. Di-aiii dearance and 
R ater pumping allor\-S tlie sedge cuttiilg to take place. Note that tlle \villotvs 
licing the banl; of the ditch have liacl t o  be cut do~v11 t o  allotv tlie passage o i  

the cscavator. 

(í3.01egó, E,rcai clrlor a ir a lajuat lo  r n  I I I ~ O  de  los  c a ~ ~ a i e s  r lc  c l~ , e i~a je . )  



during late August was gathered, mainly by a party from Cardiff 
University under Dr. P. N. Ferns, and it is Iioped that this will 
be the subject of a further communication. 

The June and early July visit to this site, undertaken by D. Parr, 
D. C. Milne and A. G. Channer was designed to survey the 
Ixeeding birds and the systematic list which follows surnmarises 
their results which were 'writteri up in detail in a repore to the 
B. O. U. (througli whom their grant from the W. W. F. was 
channeled). They also ringed some birds but the majority of the 
ringing was done by the later party. Their iiivestigations, spread 
over abotit a fortnight, took them to different areas of the marsh 
but the autumn ringing operations were only dealing, in detail, 
with the immediate vicinity of tIie ringing camps (see figure 3). 

S.ince the breeding herons and egrets are sucli an importan: 
feature of the area the resuIts of the census of tliese species, 
comparecí with the previous count of mid-May 3.964 by T. J. 
Ferguson-Lees and M. D. England (pers. comn.) are tabdated 
betow : 

Bubulcus ibis ................................. 2.600 - 3,000 800 
Egretta garzetta . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  900 . 1,150 1 O0 
N. nycticoias . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  160 - 200 30 

................................. Ardea purpurea 6 -  8 20 

Ardeola ralloides .............................. 10 - 16 1 or 2 

In 1964 the main Iier.onry was further soritli than its present 
locatioii (the north-eastern of the two marked on figure 3). Tlie 
rnarsh has probabIy dwindled in size dtiring the nine years 
between counts biit t l~ere was no evidence o€ persecution of the 
birds directly. Obviously reclamation of the wliole area would 
eventually Iead to such a high leve1 of distiirbance, even if tlie 
trees remained, for the birds al1 t o  leave. The main part of the 
heronry in 1.973 eovered Iess t l~an  one liectare and the ntsts were 
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in aboilt 36 trees (iip to 70 per tree - total !E+ nnests coriiited). 
T h e  rnticli sm;i!ter soiitli-\\-esterti groiip of iiests appareiitly only 
contairied n few Prrrple Hero~is  arid Night Heroiis biit tlie a r a  
was very difficitlt of access. 111 general it seems that maiiy of tlie 
egrets \vil1 iise the mrroiiiidiiig :igriciiltiiral land for feeding and 
tliat tlieir maiti need is a siifficient area of marsh siirrorrriding the 
breedir~g trees for them to  be insiilated froln htirnan disturbance. 

The otlier majar irnportnilce of this cite js its large population 
af wintering dacks. Tlie wliole area, diiriiig a normal winter, 
íloods and large flocks of drtcks freqtient it. The sedge fields, 
if left iinciit or a t  least if iincarted, provide a great deal of frtiiting 
bodies~~vliicli the dticks can feed oti. Diiring tlie \\inter of 1973/74 
tlie area was couiited I)y an T. W. R. B. mission aiid j t tst  iliider 
3,000 diicks recorded. Last tviiiter (19$4/75) it \vas again corin ted 
biit, since it liad beeii a dry seasolí, only aborit N 0  diicks wcre 
present. These figiires are frorn dtiplicated 1. W. R .  B. reports 
the f irs t  by Dr. 1,. Hoffman aticl the second by A. J. Prater and 
A. Grieve. Diiring tlie 1075 visit (18th/litl1 January) it was 
appareiit tliat agricirltiiral operritioris had tiot extended much 
fiirther than they had in Aiigtist 1!)7:3 (A.  J. Prater ~ P Y S .  rolnrn.) 
aiid so tlie fiitiire of tliis magnificent site is iiot yet lost. 

In the systematic l izt  ~ ~ t ) i c h  follows the ringiiig figure for both 
the Jtine/Jtily aiid Jtily/Airgtist visits are given. combii~ed, after 
the species narne. Wader records dttring tlle earlier visit are 
rnainly from a part of tlie marsli \\~liicli \vas completely dry by t l ~ e  
time tlie second party arrived. Tlie first visit ir; referred t o  as 
.«siirnmeri, aiid the secoi~d a s  ctntitilmn». Tlie estímate of tlie 
ii~rmher of pairs present w a s  made by the first party on tlie basis 
of al1 the observatioiis tliey had made. They do not sliggest that 
they are wholly nccnrate htit they give nn excetieiit impreqsion of 
the breeding cornmtinity present on this important marshland. 

An asterik (*) marks resident or prestimed breeding species. 

' 1'od;crp.r r ~ ~ ~ i r o l i i s .  T-iitlr Grebe. Sumrner-yauiic seetl \ritli parellts: 10-15 
pairs. Few zeen during tlic acitunii~. 

Arde0 eiaereic. Grev Heron. Suininer-iio rccords. Autumii rccor<ls lrom 31st 
Julyniaximuiii '11. 

' .-l. )ttrpttrca. Purple Heron. 9-30 p:iirs: see text. Autumri <Inily iiiaximurn 15. 
* l i f r c t t o  #ni;-etto.  1.ittl .e Egret. i riestling. 100 pairs: sce t es t .  Autun?ii 

maximiim 1llO +, appareiit!? decliiiing 1i.v inid-A~ig~as:. 



Ardrolo rolloidrs, Squaico Hcroci. 1-2 paifs: see test. None identificd duriiig 
the autumn. 

Bubttlcus ibis. Cnttie Egret. 38 nestlings. S00 pairs-see text. Up to  lOOb 
ciuring the autumii. 

* N. tiycricorac, Night IIeron. I nestling. 30-40 pairs: see tcxt. Up to  24 
seen during tlie sutumn. 

' /robrj~chirs t~ii!iulirs. Little Bitterri. Summer-occ~sioii;illy seen flyiiig acroei 
ilic K. Almonda: 2-3 pairs. níorie seen during tlie autumii. 

Hotairriis slrilarts, Bitlern No sumnler records. Autumn : single record:;. 
15tli aiid 21st Augyst. 

'6-icotiio cicoriia, Wliite Stork. Sumnier-up to  7 secn ivitli some display, 
probably iiesting nearby. Autumn: up to 3 seen. 

Plataleo Icitcorodia., Spoonbill. Three records of n single bird in the m a i i ~  
: licroiiry: %l\ !une. 7th and 2 n d  August. 
dnos  ~lafyrlijitirlios. Blallard. 3. Sumrncr-alt over t h t  m t t e r  arcas: M) f 

pairs. t:p to  1100 Scrn on tlie dawn and dusk fliglits during the autrunii- 
-4.  rrrrra.  l'eal. None secn ir1 the summer but tliree records (iavolving up 

to  $ hirds) during inid-August. 
A .  clypenla, Clioveler. Oiu sccn 16th hugust. 

Siit~~o"brrt.co, Buzzard. Seeo rnost days cluring tlie sunimer visit (niaximum 3)  
one pair probabiy iiestitig. OIter recorded dwiiig the autuan tvitlt u p  
five per day. 

.9crifitcr iii~iis, Sparrotvli:iwk. Oiily record \vas of one on 4th Augus:. 
:Uilziirs .iizigra~rs, Black Kite. Summer and autuinn: up to  3 seen per day, 

one pair probahly bred in tlie mars\i :irex. 
C'irorz o~nrgiiiosu.s, ;\Iarsh Harrier. Only one recorded: 30th July. 
I-'q>idio!r liaiiiiiltus, Osprey. liwo records: 1st and LQth July. 
Polro )crcgri)ius, l'eregririe. One record: 8th August. 
Folco (Cerch*ieis) 5p.i Kesti-el sp. Xo surnmer records but a lew of eacIr 
' species seen during the autumn. 

' C. roticriiix, Quail. 3. Summer : preseiit on tlie dritr edges o1 tlie marsh-4 
or 5 pairs. Autumii: up to 20 per day Iiut niost often calling Irom t l :~- 
draiwd areas wliicli liad becii cultivated. 

Rollics aqitalicirs, Water Raii. Summei.: Iiea~d two o r  thrte times-2 or 3 
pairs. 'i\vo auiiimn recorcls in mid-August. 

Fir/ica otra, Coot. Surnmei.: ofteii seen ori opcn ivater witli young birds-20 lo. 
30 pairs. Relati\:elg lew scen during the autuinn. 

0li.r tr trax,  Littk Bustard. Koiie secii during tlie summer, up to  1 recordcd' 
during tlie autumn. 

Cliarodriur 1ralicul0, Ririged Plover. 1. Four on Z t h  june, one Iótli Augus!, 
Ch. dirbiics, 1-ittle Riiiged Plover. F i ~ e  011 1st July. 
G'. go!!iriogo, Snipe. 1. Oiie on Titli June, 2 on 16tli aiid one 19th and 2 0 1 1 ~  

tiugust. 
Ariri1ier!icrs oryitata, Curlew. Single razords itli and 20th August. 
.Vir>iiciiiirs piiaeopus, Wl,irnbrel. Sirigles recordcd 30th July, 2nd aiid 7th 

August. 
Liiiiosa li~iiosa, Ulack-tailed Godtvit. Ojie 25th June, tivo tlie iicst da);, 
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7'ri~rga ochropus, Green Sandpiper. 7. The most commonly recorded wader. 
'C'p to  4 daily during the suinmei visit. during the autumn more than 
ten often recorded-masimum 30 on 10th and 11th August. 

T .  glal-cola, l í o o d  Sandp:per. No summer records but some on most days 
during the autumn (peak 8 011 30th July). 

T. Ii~~poleucos, Coinmon Sandpiper. 2. h'oi-ie duii1.g the summe-, up to  4 in 
the autumn. 

1'. fofanzis, Redsl-iank. Heartl o11 27th June, severa1 records of single birds 
íluring the autumil. 

T. cqthropus ,  Spotted Redskank. One 011 4th August. 

T. ilchrtlaria, C;reensliailk. 1-p to tl-iree recorded from 6th to 9th August. 
Piiilo?nachits pug~zax,  Ruff. One o11 26th Jul- .  
b'~i-lbi??us O C ~ I C I ? C ~ ? Z Z L S ,  Stone Curlew. One on 4th August. 
Lal-1c.r ~~larilrus. Gre;t Elrick-hacked Gull. An immature on 1st -4ugust. 
L. rid:bwlidus, Rlack-headed Gull. Singles on 19t July and 2nd August. 
Llzlido?Mar hvbi.rda, \Vhiskei-oíl 'í'e~n. Ten on 29th June, 2 on lc t  and 29tIz 

July, oile on 30th. 
Goltanzba palunzbtds. Woodpigeon. No summer records. Autux-n : one 21-16 

August then up to 9 from 16th. 

* Str~ptopelia fui-tu,., Turtle Do\-e. 4. Summei- : inany singing ,N pairs. Auturnn : 
up to 30 recorded. 

* Cr~czdus ca?iorus, Cuckoo. 3. Summei-: seen most days-2 pairs. Up to  2 
dady during the autun~n. 

L lanzator ylaltdarizcs, Great Spotted Cuckoo. 0111~- one recoided-25 Ju:le. 
* T y t o  alba. Bain Owi. 3. Up to  fou-- dai'y during the autumn. 

Athcne noctua, Little Owl. 3. Up to 2 per day during the autumn. 
+ Strix aluco, Tawny Owl. 1. Often recorded during the autumn. 

Caprimulgus europacu~, Coinmon Sigl-itjar. 3. 1-p to  2 recoi-ded during tl-ie 
autumn. 

C. ruficollis, Red-necked Nightjar. 3. Up to 2 recorded during the autumi-i. 
Both species of Kightjar seemed to  be particularly drawn to hawking oí-er 
freshly cut cedge. 

* .41>us rrpus, Surift. Regular:' seen feediilg over the mar:l.i-masimum count 1C@ 
o11 31st July. 

A. nzc~ba, Alpine Swift. TIVO records of 3 birds 011 1st and 3rd Jul'. 
- * klccdo atthis, Kingiisher. 68. Kuinerous at al1 time.;-up to 20 recorded. -41~  

active nest located during the summer: 6 pairs estimated. 
* .IMerops apiastcr, Bee-eater. 8. Summer: small nurnbers fed over the marslr 

nnd may have k e n  breeding to  the west. t-p to 1W seen on passage- 
during the autunin. 

* Upupa epops, Hoopoe. 2. Summer : a few recorded iil the willows-2 pairs. 
Lp  to 2 recorded daily in the autumn. 

* i'lcus vriridis, Green Woodpecker. Single daily records on s e w i  days in mid- 
Augusr only. 

* Dcndrocopos major,  Great Spotted Woodpecker. 1. Summer-often seen a long 

the southern boundary and in the poplar areas : 2 3  pairs. Several autumir 
records of single birds. 



(;olerida cri~bLa, Crestcd ta ik .  Only record of 2 on hrd August. 
Hinrndo rusrica, Swallow. 8. Summer: up to 20 feedirig over the mar$'!. 

Autumii : up to  500 over the marsl~. 
Uelichon rrbita, Housc Martin. 12. Up to  30 + recorded over tlie inarsli iii 

thc summer but the auturntr peak (16tIi August) \va?; of over 1000. 
Riparirr ripaM, Sand Martin. Only record m-as of 2 on 6th August. 
0 .  oriolus, Golden Oriole. 12. Surnmer: tliinlg distributed in the trces arid 

willow clumps-10 pairs. Up to S per day iii the autumri. 
C o r v n ~  corone, Carrion Cror .  Surnmer record5 of up to 9 birds-2 pairs. 

Autumn records up to  20 bircls. 
F .  Pica, Magpic. Seen or Iieard twice in summer-1 pair. L:p to O recorded 

duriiig tlic auturnii. 
(;clr~irlrrs gla~:dMus, Jay .  1. Recorded most days in the suinmer: 2 3  pai:.s. 

Up to  6 a day in the autumn. 
Porird. niajur. Great 'Tit. 48. Sumrner record$ iiidicared about 20 pairs. 

Auiuniii daily totals up ro 15. 
* P. caerirlerrs, 131ue Tit. 23. Sumrnersbout 10 pairs. Autunin records up to 15. 
' ..legitknloi <-uudalw, Long.tai!ed Tit. 18. Family parties seen most days 

during rlte sumrner-more iban 10 pairs. .4utumn daily totals up to  8. 
.Sitta curopaea, Nutliatc\i. Surnmer record3 in tlie pop!ars: 1.2 pairs. None 

recorded in the ~uturnn.  

Certhia bracltpdoctyla, Short-toed Treecreeper. 2. Rccorded during the sucii- 
iaer in the ~)aplars;  23 pairs. Tw3 records d u r i n ~  the autumn. 

T .  Irogludytcs, Wren. 2. Summcr records rnainly along tlie souiliern edge. 
50 pairs may have been inso\vrd. Up to 3 rccorded daily in tlie autwnn. 

* i'icrdus uisciuotus, Mist:e Tlirusli. 2. One Bmily p3rty rceorded in the suin. 
mer-1 pir. Up to  4 daily in tlie rutumri. 

+ T. mctub. Blackbird. la. Widespread in summer a ~ : d  autumn: 40 o; Tiü 
pairs. up to  20 reccrded in tlie autumi). 

* J'aricolo torqucrta, Stonechat. a. Summer rccwds oti \he dritr eriges of  tlie 
.marsh-ca. 5 pairs. Autumtt daiiy totals u]> to 5. 

* Lrucinia tnegarhynchos, Nightingale. 4 1 ,  Comtno~i in tlie thick uiidergrowtli. 
Sunimer records indicate a30 prirs, ;iutumn daily totals to  10. 

c.yano.cylz.ia svecica, Bluetliroat. l. TIII: trapped bird (2211d August) was tlie 
only record. 

* Eritliocw rubecula, Robin. Thc only record was of  a single a:arni once during 
tlie sumnier : one pait. 

Cebtia retti, Cctti's Wirbler. M. Asjociated witli tllick corer. Summer record.< 
indicated 40-30 pairs, autumn totals up  to  40 per day. 

Locirsrell~ tioevia. Grasshopper M'arbler. S. No sumrner records. up to  10 
daily during the üutumn. 

L. ~lusci~rioides, Savi's Wai-B!er. 4;. Generally associatcd with thicker patche.; 
of sedges. Suminer records indicaied 25-50 pairs. Autumn totals up ta 
12 per day. very young (still effectively flightlecs) juvcni:es cauglir i i 

earty August. 
* Acrocfplrolus orundinateus. Greiit Reed Warbler. M. Generally distributed 

Sumrner recoids indicated ca. 100 pairs, autumn totals up to 1s. 
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* A .  rrirpaccu$, Reetl W;irbler. 474. Thr comntanest breeding p;is$eriiie: prc- 
bably aver 5íMl pilirs. Autumn daily totals estimated at  ZNI-97 differeiit 
indivjdu;ils caugiit nn 1st Augu~ i .  

A .  scl:or)inbue~iu, Sedge Wñrbler. 6.3. Mo summer recordr, autunin totals 
up to j P -  

A .  paludítola, Aquatir LVsrbler. 3 Onts tlie trapped bjrdz werc recoried- 
15th ;iii<I 19th -4ugu.ct. 

Hippolois pol~vglorfa, Melodious \Varl>ltr. 37. Summer records mainly iii the 
soutlicrn :irea : 10-15 piiirs. Autumn., records al up t o  5. 

Syh*ia ofricapitlu. Jilackcap. 14. Colnmon during thc summer in tlw u»dcr- 
growtli aloiig ~ l i e  soutlierii and rvestcrii edgts  ol the mhrsh-20 or 30 pairs. 
R:iilier lew auturnn records (maximum 3). 

S. horiii, Gardcii \\i:~rliler. 2. Oii!y on %id ;ind 23rd August. 
.Y. ro>iwitrr~iir. \Vliitetliroat. :i. Only those trapped (behvctn 3rd ;i;,d 2::..1 

.4ugusi? \vere recorded. 
S. co~iiillaris. Sub:ilpine M'arblei. One protible %tli Augusi. 
.S. ro>is)i-cillato. Spectacled Warblcr. Only onc record-1£itli Augcst. 
(.'istirolo j~ r i f r i d i .~~  Fnii-tailcd \\'arbler. 21. Very cammon iii tlic n?arsh 

~~articul:irls the drier nortlicrn arc:is-during tlie summer ivitli more t lw ,  
200 pairs estimared. Autumn records of up to 25 birds. Riiigiiig figure 
is deccprire :>S ibis .cpecics an easiiy fly through mist-nets. 

IJligllosropits trorlrilitr. \Villow Wnrhlcr. 2.5. I'p to 5 d:iily from 31st July. 

1'11. r n l l . ~ b i t n .  Cliiffchnlf. 9. Ciummer record$ i i i  i1.c soutlicrii are;) iiidicated 
3-4 pairs bred. Several single rccords iii the aururnn. 

dlu~ricopa s/riaJa, $l>iiitc<l 1:lycntclier. 1 .  Single records on 911). l i t l i  and 
25tIi August. 

Prw>~r)la ir)od.riloi.js, Dunnock. Recordecl 311i 2nd 9 i i d  August oijly. 
Ant1iit.c rar~ipcsfii.r. *l'a\tiiy Pipit. Tiro oii 1PiIi .4ugust \vere the oii!y oiies 

r cc~rded .  
fi!olucilla olbu, .%jha \\':igtiiil. Oi?e each ort :!li J.uly and 20111 A u y s t .  
,M. jbva, Fkr-a LYaginil. 31;. Suiiimcr records indicaktl 5 or 6 p i r s  werc 

nesting on tlie noriliern iind eastcrii eclger of the n>;irsli. C p  to  3tW 
dailg i i i  ihc :iu!uniii iircludcd roosiing birds. 

I.a~iiii.~ r~r i ih i tnr .  Grcnt Grey Slirike. 7. Sumiiier: 3 3  [i:firr; on ilie nortliern 
fritigc. Autumii recordr of  up lo 6 hirds. 

/,. denator, \\'oodchat Shrikc. 1. Futiinicr: iiiciinly i11 tlie poplnr~ nnd \villows- 
p r shab l~  6 pairs. 1'1) to 5 recordcil cluring tlie aututnn. 

Stiir~izis u>;itolor. Spotlese Stnrliiig. 3. Sumnicr r ihcor((~ af fiocks teaclririg 150 
musi nest in maiiy o[ ihe Rotcs iii tlic \vilt~\vs i~niJ pop'ars psohnbly :? or 
M pílirs. nnie ltutunin flork roa.-tiiig iii ilir niarsh reiiclied 3000 hirds. 

C. rorrotlirairsrc~~, 1i;iafiiicli. 1. 'T\vo rcrortls froni ilic ~)oplii;s duriiig the 
suiiiiner-3 ~iair .  S o  nuiuiiiii recorrls. 

!Tord?rrfir cbloris, Greeiifincli. m;. Suiiinier rzcords indicared 10-15 pairs 
breeáicg. Duriiig tlie nutumn Iloch-r fecding xriil ronsiiirg rcaclied over 
1 0 .  31o.ct iverr cnuglit going lo  roost. 

* C. carditclis, (;oldlincli 371. Su~iinier rccords iiidicaied ;ibout 10 brceding p;iirs, 
.4utum1: floc1;s reaclied 2000, most were cnught s t  water duririg the day. 



' C. c a r l ~ b i , i d ,  Liiiiie~. 4. $hmiiicr recoi-d6 &ave aii estiniate of 5 brecding 
pairs. Aututnn records o f  up to r! rnóiiily witli tlir Goldfjncli flocks. 

* St,.i,rrrr stri,i>is, Serin. 49. 5umiiiri. records indicated 15% breediiig pairs. 
L p  to 50 ucre  with thc ;<utunin fincli ílocks. 

I;~.i,rgi!la corlebs, Cliziliiicli. 1. Ten or 1s pairs s e r e  foutid lluring klie suiii- 
rner. Ratlier feiv autumii records (up to 3 yer day) atid no evideice oí 
flocking. 

E>>tbr~isa cola~tdro, Corii Butitiiig. 55. Suninier: two pairs presetit in tlie 
\cesterri arca. C'p l o  100 s day iii the autumn. 

E. sclroe~iiclirs, Reed Buntiiig. S. Sumnier: '20-30 pairj on ttic open iniirsli- 
Lp to 25 recorded daily duriiig the autunin. 

Pusser dotnesticus, House Sparrow. U .  A few rccordCd dur in~  the sumnrcr. 
Tlie a~itumn flock reached 400. 

1'. r n o ~ ~ t n , i t i s ,  Trer  Sparrow. 62. Summcr-about 10 pairs prel;eiir iii tlie trres 
Gp to M recorded iii tlie autumn. 

E,.irildn asr i i ld ,  \Vasbill. 2. None recordtd in tlic suiiimer bui u]) to :% 
recorded daily froiii I5tli to 2 h . i  August. ' 

Tliic list gires a cleíir pictiire of tlie ricli and varied avifauna 
breediiig oii tliis importaiit site altd aii inipression of its iinportance 
for sniall rnigrants on rheir way soitth in tlie atrturnii. Its interna- 
tioiial importaiice as a \viiiter wildfo~vl arta is acknowledged. Tlie 
latest infortnation (April 1975) is tha t  tlie Poftuguese autliorities 
are about to draft the laws rilaking Paiil de Boquilobo a nature 
reserre. Shis spleiidid lie\t-s \\.ill be svelcomed by everyone with, 
an intrrest i i i  iintiirt coiiservatioii ir1 Iberin and, iiideed, t h r o u g l i o i i t  

Europe. 

Aurlior'a addrcss : 
I:ririsli l'roat íor Ornitliolagy, 
I3eetili Crove, Triiig HF23 5 N R  
l'iiited Kiiig<loni 

Tlirec siles iit riortli-rvest I l ~ r i a  ~ i s i i ed  by parties o.f Britisli ornithologists 
during tlie atituiiiris of 1% (t\cbo sites), 1967 (sanie ttvo sites) and 1973 (oile 
of tlie sites and ai~otl i tr)  are descrilied niid tlic hirds found rliere on tlirse 
visits listed. Ar one site. Distriz itt Lugo, only nutulnn records are listed biit 
at the other sites. %íoraia iti Tras OS Nonte.;, atid Golcgn in Riimiejo. sumrner 
visits in 197:3 alloir a iiiore detniled logging of the breediiig hirds. 

Tlie Iigures sliorv tlie locatiori of tlie sites and, for tlie t\ro visited iti 
summer. dctriils of tlie arcas coverrd. Por a11 tliree ritea tlie rlecords are 1ist.d 
iti sydternniii: trrder witli (Itt;iila 01 tlir o l~ser~ot ions  ~ r i d  ntimliers of birds 



ringed. For hlornis n sepnratc t ~ b l e  (t;tblr 2 )  Ikts  t)>e brretli~ig pairs cciisussed 
oii a 28 Iia. plot niid rlie tsxt diszua~cs, iri sonic detail, tlie sigiiificniice of 
tliese results. Tlic coiiclusioii is tliat brceding bird community is both rail~ci- 
dcrise nrid rntlier vnried for sucli n Iinl~it;it ;iltli.origli n o  survcys froiti conipar:iblc: 
sites Iinve been fouiid ii! tlie 1itcr;iture. 

The list for tlic sitc at Golcga. í~ fresli-ri.:tttr ia:ir~Iil:iiitl ;iren tlireütciicd b>, 
drainage at\d agriculturrl <Ie\~elopineiit, ii)eltides cstiiiiates oí  tlic nuiirbcrs oi  
breeding pnirs ironi a visi[ in I i i t  Jiine aiid early Jaly by tlirec Bnglisli 
oriiithologists led by D. Parr. Tl~e iiurn))cr of pairs o[ Iierons and cgtets is 
listed and con)l>arcd with a count from riitie ye;irs lircviously. 1.atesr news 
(April 1955) seerns to  indicittc tliat tliis sitc rvjll receive protection as  a nntuie 
reserve and i t  is Roped tliat tnigrntioli ihrougli it will l ~ r  stiidied iir detnil b!. 
1)otli Rritisll qnd Portiigese orrtitltologists iii tlie iiiittiiiin of 1976. 

Resirllados dc lo ~ros)ecrió~i.  or~ritológica de Ires Jocoliilaclrs del A'W y Ocstr 
de Iu Perirrnla Ibtrira 

En tres localidades previarncrin seleccionadas equipos de oniitblogos briti- 
iiicos Iian ieali~,atlo obscrcacio~ics y anillaniie~ito~ mctbtlicos dc aves driiaiite 
los otoíios (Ir IOG.5 ((los loc:ilitlades). 3Wi (iiiismas (10s) y 1973 (uiia de k t n s  
11\35 uiia tcrccr;i). Las loc;ilidadcs elegi0;is soii: Distriz, cerca de Hon(ortc 
( i , u g ~ .  t~spiiii:~). hIor;iis (e11 Trns-0%-.\.lui>ic.s, Portiigal), y Go!ega (en Ribatejo. 
Forriig;ii,. 1 .:I t;il)l;i I iii<lKa I:is estattciits <Ic tralvjo en cada localidntl. El ninpa 
<Ic In figura 1 iiidicn sus posiciones gcogr5fjcas. 

En la 1i;irie X se tlescribrii las loc;ilidadcs tlc nccioti. Ins pñites 3, 3 y 4 
ilel tnb:ijo reseií;ii~ !:t lista corrtp)et:r sriiiinrin y comziitn<lñ de 11s esptc ie~ (le 
aves registr~ldas cii c;id;i uri:t <le 1;t.c Inc~lidetles respkti\.as. T.:ts especies coii 
<I:itos de anidar o que .ss jiipaiteii sct1e~~iiiri;is o posible, niiidniitcs cstiii mar- 
c:idas con :istci.isco (*). l.:( figur~i L es iiri croqiiis del cniiiptis de  ojieiacioiiel: 
eii hlarais, y ln figiii-;i .? del c;iiiipiis e n  Go1eg:i. cjuc soii las dos loc:ilidndt.c 
rtiejor csplnrntlnf. cort dstos tao sblo tlc o i o i ~ i ,  si iio t;iin\>iin tlc veraiio. 
Las primeras ciiras qcie se iii<licai, (cun,i<lo IRF. liii!) eii 13s cspe-cies de Ins 

iktas. csf)s~s:iii el iitiritti-n de :tres nnil!nrl;is. acp:iradni~iciite liíira cri<lr año. 
E n  klorais se realizó ttn censi: especial de parejas reproductor;is qiie rcsuine 
1:i t:thln II y es disc<i~i<lo cii el testo. Sc tlediice uiia coniii~ii<l:itl de ;ttPcs reln- 
til-:b~iwii~e tleiis:~. ;itr[tqiie .se ecli;:;~ tlt i)itrios i~~vciitat-ios shii!are~ e11 lhcria j):~i.a 
~iocler compiirar riiejor. 

En I:i lista tlcr (Ic C;olcz;t se nfi;irleii cstiiiiaciocies del iiiiiiie;.~ de  1);irej:is 
reproductoras dc niiiclins especirs coriformc n los tintos recogidos por 1). Parr  
y sil grupo eri. tina i - i s i t n  de f i i i  (le jiiiiio y j,riiiieros de julio. El niiniero de 
~):arcjas clr .4rrlcid;is exiswJitc.s cn I:IS coloi~i:is de Golcga sc cniiip:ira con otro 
recuento vcri[icndu llueve años :ilite.c, Gotegn es iiiia localida<i de cstraordinal-io 
íiiicrís oriiilologico, rer.iciiternciiic soiiietirla a uii pl;rii .<le traiislorinaciriii ngríco- 
I:i que 2nieri:izn sti 0zstrii~-cioii conio ltntiitnt ii:iitiinl. Yo nh.sfnir(e. I;is íiltiijiar, 



noticias (abril 1875) rraii de que el Gobiertio portuguks Iia sido interesado 
para declarar aquel paraje reserva natural. De ser así, abrigasc la esperanza 
de que en e: otoño de 1976 or~iitólogos portugueses y británicoi; puedan prcr- 
seguir los prometedores estudios sobre ~nigracioii y ecologia de Iú rica avifauna 
visitante. 
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